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Festival ScheduleFestival Schedule

11:00am 12:00pm 1:00pm 2:00pm 3:00pm 4:00pm

Thurs. 
May 
24

Fri. 
May 
25

Shorts: 10 Things I 
Love About You
1:00pm | TBLB 1 |  

p 102

Sat. 
May 
26

Every Act of Life
2:00pm | TBLB 1 | p 56

Man Made
12:00pm | TBLB 2 | p 86

Silvana
2:30pm | TBLB 2 | p 58

Sun. 
May 
27   

Mr. Gay Syria
12:00pm | TBLB 1 |  

p 89

Alaska is a Drag
2:15pm | TBLB 1 | p 75

The Rest I Make Up
2:00pm | TBLB 2 | p 92

Mon. 
May 
28

Tues. 
May 
29

5:00pm 6:00pm 7:00pm 8:00pm 9:00pm 10:00pm 11:00pm

Opening Night Film: 
A Kid Like Jake
7:45pm | TBLB 2 | p 32

Opening Night Gala: 
A Kid Like Jake
8:00pm | TBLB 1 | p 32

Opening Gala Party
9:30pm | TBLB 2nd Floor | p 136

Freelancers  
Anonymous
6:45pm | TBLB 1 | p 41

Special Presen-
tation: 1985
9:15pm | TBLB 1 |  

p 36

Love, Scott
5:00pm | TBLB 
2 | p 67

Grimsey
7:15pm | TBLB 2 | p 83

Skate Kitchen
9:30pm | TBLB 2 | p 48

Red Carpet Reception
6:30pm | Artscape Sandbox |  

p 136

Shorts:  
Boys on 
the Side
4:30pm |  

TBLB 1 |  

p 105

Women’s Gala: Half 
the Picture
7:00pm | TBLB 1 | p 33

The Devil’s  
Magni!cent
9:30pm | TBLB 
2 | p 79

Shorts: Hope 
Floats
4:45pm | TBLB 
2 | p 106

Mario
6:45pm | TBLB 2 | p 87

Retablo
9:45pm | TBLB 1 | p 47

Women’s Gala Party
9:30pm | Church of the Holy Trinity |  

p 136

Fish Bones
4:45pm | 

TBLB 1 | p 81

Malila: The Farewell 
Flower
7:00pm | TBLB 1 | p 44

Today Match at 3
9:15pm | TBLB 2 | p 94

Antonio 
Lopez 1970
4:15pm |  

TBLB 2 | p 54

Shorts: Practical 
Magic
7:15pm | TBLB 2 | p 110

Hard Paint
9:30pm | TBLB 1 | p 42

Shorts: Stories  
We Tell
5:00pm | TBLB 3 |  

p 71

Hurley
7:00pm | TBLB 2 | p 43

Shorts: Mad Love
9:15pm | TBLB 3 |  

p 109

Shorts: BOLD
7:15pm |  TBLB 
3 | p 104

Anchor and Hope
9:30pm | TBLB 2 |  

p 76

Genderbende
5:00pm | TBLB 
3 | p 82

My Life with James Dean
6:45pm |  TBLB 2 | p 90

Centrepiece Gala: Canary
9:15pm | TBLB 1 | p 34

Shorts: Forces  
of Nature
7:15pm | TBLB 3 | p 107

White Rabbit
9:30pm | TBLB 2 | p 95

Centrepiece Gala Reception
6:30pm | Thompson Toronto 
Rooftop | p 137

Galas / Special Presentations / Industry / Special Events Premieres Icons Spotlight on Canada International Showcase Shorts Outside the Box
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Festival ScheduleFestival Schedule

11:00am 12:00pm 1:00pm 2:00pm 3:00pm 4:00pm

Wed. 
May 
30 

Thurs. 
May  
31

Fri. 
June  
1

Sat. 
June 
2

Shorts: Real and  
Spectacular
1:45pm | TBLB 1 | p 111

Yours in Sisterhood
11:45am | TBLB 2 | p 96

Evening Shadows
2:00pm | TBLB 2 | p 80

Sun. 
June 
3

Awards Brunch
12:00pm | Artscape Sandbox | p 132

Paternal Rites
12:00pm | TBLB 1 | p 91

Shorts: Riding in Cars 
with Boys
2:30pm | TBLB 1 | p 112

5:00pm 6:00pm 7:00pm 8:00pm 9:00pm 10:00pm 11:00pm

L’Animale
7:00pm | TBLB 2 | p 40

M/M
9:15pm | TBLB 2 | p 68

They
5:00pm | TBLB 3 |  

p 93

Shorts: He’s Just Not 
That Into You
7:15pm | 

TBLB 3 | p 108

Daddy Issues
9:30pm | TBLB 3 | p 78

New Visions
7:00pm |  

Jackman Hall, 
AGO | p 123

Shorts: Local Heroes
6:45pm | TBLB 1 | p 70

Montana 
9:30pm | TBLB 2 | p 88

To a More  
Perfect Union
5:00pm | TBLB 2 |  

p 59

Lez Bomb
7:00pm | TBLB 2 | p 85

Postcards from London
9:15pm | TBLB 1 | p 46

Local Heroes Party
9:30pm | Gladstone Hotel | p 137

The Fruit Machine
4:45pm | TBLB 2 | p 66

Bixa Travesty
7:15pm | TBLB 2 |   
p 55

Special Presentation: 
The Miseducation of 
Cameron Post
9:30pm | TBLB 1 |  p 37

How to Talk to Girls  
at Parties
7:00pm | TBLB 1 | p 84

Shorts: The Truth is 
OUT There
9:15pm | TBLB 2 | p 113

Red Carpet Pre-Reception
6:30pm | Artscape Sandbox | p 137

Larger  
Than Life 
4:15pm |  

TBLB 1 | p 57

Night Comes On
6:45pm | TBLB 1 | p 45

What Keeps  
You Alive
9:30pm | TBLB 2 |  

p 49

Call Her Ganda
4:45pm | TBLB 2 |  

p 77

Shorts: Thrive
7:00pm | TBLB 2 |  

p 114

Octavio is Dead!
9:15pm | TBLB 1 | p 69

Thrive After Party: Turnt
10:00pm | Glad Day  
Bookshop |  p 137

A Moment in  
the Reeds
4:45pm |  

TBLB 1 | p 74

Closing Gala: Hearts 
Beat Loud
7:30pm | TBLB 1 | p 35

 

Closing Gala Party 
9:30pm | Thompson Toronto Rooftop |  

p 137

Galas / Special Presentations / Industry / Special Events Premieres Icons Spotlight on Canada International Showcase Shorts Outside the Box
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Venues, Accessibility and TicketsVenues, Accessibility and Tickets
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      TIFF Bell Lightbox 
350 King Street West  
(at John Street) 
• Cinemas – 2nd Floor 
• Luma, TIFF Lounge –  
  2nd Floor 

      Artscape Sandbox  
31 Widmer Street (at 
Adelaide Street West)

      Jackman Hall, AGO 
Art Gallery of Ontario  
317 Dundas Street West 
(at McCaul Street)

      Church of the  
Holy Trinity  
19 Trinity Square

      Thompson Toronto 
Rooftop Lounge 
550 Wellington Street West  
(at Bathurst Street)

      Gladstone Hotel 
1214 Queen Street West  
(at Gladstone Avenue)

       Glad Day Bookshop 
499 Church Street  
(south of Wellesley  
Street West)

Festival Venues

Subway stop

1

3

6

4

5

7

2

Accessibility 
 All of our venues are 

wheelchair accessible.

All of our venues welcome 
service animals and  
guide dogs.

All foreign-language "lms 
are screened in their original 
language with English 
subtitles.

For youth (24 and under) and 
seniors (65+), we o!er free 
tickets for weekday screenings  
that begin before 6pm. 
Tickets cannot be reserved 
in advance and must be 
picked up in person at TIFF 
Bell Lightbox on the day of 
the screening, limit 1 ticket 
per person, limited quanti-
ties available.

For more information,  
visit insideout.ca

Regular Screenings

MEMBERS PUBLIC

GENERAL STUDENT/

SENIOR

GENERAL STUDENT/

SENIOR

Single 
Tickets

$10 $8 $14 $10

6-Pack $54 $74

10-Pack $90 $126

20-Pack $180 $252

Gala Screenings and  
Special Presentations

MEMBERS PUBLIC

ALL GALAS AND SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS

Film & Party $25 $32

Film Only $20 $25

Gala 4-Pack* $75 $96

OPENING NIGHT GALA

Party Only $15 $15

WOMEN’S GALA

Party Only $12 $15

CLOSING NIGHT GALA

Party Only $8 $10

CENTREPIECE GALA

Party Only Included with "lm ticket

*Film and Party Tickets to Gala Screenings and Special Presentations

Awards Brunch

MEMBERS PUBLIC

Awards Brunch $25 $30

All "lms are rated R unless otherwise stated.  
For more information on ratings and content warnings,  
visit insideout.ca

Box O#ce Info
Tickets and Memberships 
can be purchased 
 
Online: insideout.ca

By phone: 10am to 7pm daily  
416.599.TIFF (8433)

In person: 10am to 10pm 
daily at TIFF Bell Lightbox, 
350 King Street West (at 
John Street)

Rush Policy
Screenings for which 
advance tickets are no 
longer available will be 
eligible for rush sales. Any 
leftover tickets will be 
available to those in the 
Rush Line 15 minutes before 
the screenings begin. The 
line forms up to two hours 
before show time. Rush 
ticket sales are cash only. 

Service charges are applied to 
all points of purchase: online, 
over the phone, and in person. 
Fees are added to both Member 
and non-Member prices. 

TIFF/Ticketmaster  
Service Fees

ITEM PER TICKET

Free/Comp $0

Ticket up to/

including 

$10.00

$1.10

Ticket 

$10.01 - $19.99

$1.65

Ticket $20.00 

and up

$2.15

New 

Membership

$2.15

Membership 

Renewal 

(previous year)

$0

Ticket Package $6.00

We wish to acknowledge this 
land on which the Inside Out 
Toronto LGBT Film Festival  
is held. For thousands of years  
it has been the traditional land 
of the Huron-Wendat, the 
Seneca, and most recently, the 
Mississaugas of the Credit River. 
Today, this meeting place is still 
the home to many Indigenous 
people from across Turtle Island 
and we are grateful to have the 
opportunity to work on this land.
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About Inside OutAbout Inside Out

Vision
Founded in 1991 as an LGBTQ  
"lm festival in Toronto, 
Inside Out is now the largest 
event of its kind in Canada, 
spanning multiple cities with 
year-round programming.

Inside Out seeks to be

• an innovative leader in the 
production, exhibition and 
promotion of LGBTQ "lm

• an incubator and support 
for LGBTQ "lmmakers both 
emerging and established

• a leading advocate for 
LGBTQ issues within the 
"lm industry

• an inclusive cultural 
gathering place  
for Canadian LGBTQ  
communities

About Inside Out
Inside Out is a not-for-pro"t registered charity that exists to challenge attitudes  
and change lives through the promotion, production and exhibition of "lm by and 
about LGBTQ persons of all sexual and gender identities, ages, races and abilities.

Inside Out strives to re$ect 
the following values in our 
operations and programming: 

• Innovation: We give our 
audience new opportunities  
to engage with LGBTQ 
stories through the medium  
of "lm.  

• Excellence: We are 
committed to seeking out 
the best LGBTQ stories 
from around the world and 
providing audiences  
with unique "lm-based 
experiences.

• Community: We play a 
vital role in the social, 
educational and cultural 
health of our communities 
by connecting them  
with their stories. We are 
dedicated to re$ecting  
and expanding the dialogue  
within the LGBTQ com- 
munities in collaboration 
with other organizations.

• Inclusion: Inside Out is 
accessible and inclusive:  
a safe and welcoming 
space for "lmmakers and 
"lm fans from around  
the world. We respect, 
re$ect and celebrate  
our communities’ diversity 
and strive for inclusion  
of all persons.

Each year, Inside Out is 
proud to present the 
Toronto LGBT Film Festival, 
the Ottawa LGBT Film 
Festival, the More Play 
Year-Round Screening 
Series and the New Visions 
Intergenerational Short 
Film Mentorship. 

To learn more about Inside 
Out and to view our newly 
released Strategic Plan, 
please visit insideout.ca

Board
Chair: Jason Wagar
Treasurer: Zak Miljanic
Secretary: Jo-Ann Chiam
Sujata Berry
Chris Jai Centeno
Linda Chen 
Tania Cheng
Harry Cherniak
Thomas Park
Adam Stewart
Amy Talbert

Committees
Finance Committee  
Chair: Zak Miljanic
Nathan Heinrichs
Japneet Kaur
David Morris
Thomas Park
David Vella
Jason Wagar
Andria Wilson (sta!)

Fundraising Committee
Chair: Adam Stewart
Deanna Bickford (sta!)
John Duwyn
Mitzi Reinsilber

Governance and  
Nominating Committee  
Chair: Linda Chen
Harry Cherniak
Jason Wagar 

Human Resources  
Chair: Joel Rodrigues
Karen Kelly
Alexander Khrapov
Mike Rudolph
Amy Talbert
Ashind Thukral
Andria Wilson (sta!)

Marketing Committee  
Chair: Jo-Ann Chiam
Nina Bakan (sta!)
Daniel Burns
Beau Gomez (sta!)
Lauryn Kronick
Adam Mo!att          
Lauren Strapagiel 
Tom Threndyle

Programming Committee 
Jenna Dufton (sta!)
Cecilio Escobar
Scott Ferguson
Charlie Hidalgo
Allia McLeod
Andrew Murphy (sta!)
Nik Redman
Perry Voulgaris

Pre-Screener Committee 
Ferdosa Abdi
Syriah Bailey-Harding

Inside Out 2018 Board, Committees & Sta!
Ruby Bantock
Claire Jarvis
Christine Klein
Kristin Rankin
Celine Roustan
Erika Thoen
Nicolas Uribe
Eloise Veber

Program Note Writers
Rachel Beattie
Allen Braude
Jenna Dufton
Scott Ferguson
Paul Gallant
Beau Gomez
Andrew Murphy
Ingrid Randoja
Jess Russell

Strategic Planning Committee
Sujata Berry
Tania Cheng
Jo-Ann Chiam
Adam Morrison

Sta!
Executive Director
Andria Wilson

Director of Programming
Andrew Murphy

Director of Development
Deanna Bickford

Director of Operations  
and Events (Outgoing)
Winnie Luk

Programming Manager
Jenna Dufton

Marketing and Outreach Manager
Beau Gomez

Youth and Community Outreach 
Coordinator
Nina Bakan

O"ce Coordinator
Jayne Schneider

Festival Operations Coordinator
Meg MacKay

Grant Writer and Volunteer 
Coordinator 
Steen Starr 

Development Assistant
McKenzie Grey

Guest Experience Manager
Charlie Hidalgo

Member Services Desk Manager
CJ Thompson

Venue Operations Manager
Debbie Read

Head Reps: Paula Frost,  
Sandra Hodnett, Joseph Recinos 
In Reps: Tim Higgs, Michele Jelley
Out Reps: Nicole Burk,  
Calanit Kaplan

Front of House Assistants:  
Eric Benson, Andy Trithardt,  
Cierra Walker

Tech Rep: Paul Williams 

Festival Lounge Coordinator
Em Osborne

Finance Forum Producer
Jan Nathanson

Events Coordinator
Kelsey Butt

Events Technical
Adrien Whan

Bar Manager
Claire Burns

Graphic Design and  
Festival Identity
Monnet Design

Publicist
K2 Publicity 

Website Programmer
Jason Van Tassel (Mouth Media)

Program Guide Copy Editor
Jennifer Co!ey

Festival Trailer
Production: Merik Williams 
Music: Iskwe

Festival Photographers
Dahlia Katz
Moe Laverty
Samson Learn
Lucy Lu

Festival Videographers
Cecilio Escobar
Lulu Wei
Merik Williams 

Bookkeeper
Marie May

Interns
Monique Bijoux
Jennifer Bull  
Meg De Bruyne
Alicia Doane
Jessica Rodriguez Leon
Khadija Naeem
Scott Smart
Erika Thoen
Dinaly Tran (New Visions)

New Visions Facilitator
Lora Campbell

New Visions Editor
Blanca Marcela López

New Visions Mentors
Mary J. Daniel
Sue Johnson

Inside Out recognizes the contribution of 

Karen Bell, longtime volunteer member of the 

Human Resources Committee, who passed 

away in 2017. She left an indelible impact on 

the organization and is dearly missed.

Values



untucked“

The new soft contract collection from Keilhauer. 

We believe in the power of community  

and creativity to transform lives.

Keilhauer. Proud sponsor of the  

2018 Inside Out LGBT Film Festival.LET IT FLY. 
GIVE LOVE WINGS AND

Proud sponsor of Inside Out.
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Awards and JuryAwards and Jury

Canadian  
Juried Awards
Canadian works completed 
in the last 18 months  
and screening at this year’s 
Festival are eligible for 
consideration by the jury.

Best Canadian Feature 
(Narrative or Documentary) 
Sponsored by Entertainment 
Partners Canada

Since 1995, EP Canada has 
shown its commitment  
to Inside Out and Canadian 
"lmmakers. This $2,000 
cash award is presented to an  
established Canadian artist 
for their feature-length 
narrative or documentary "lm.

Emerging Canadian Artist 
Sponsored by  
RBC Royal Bank 
Sponsored by William F. 
White International

This award includes a cash 
prize of $2,500 from our Lead  
Sponsor, RBC, and a $5,000 
Equipment Rental Grant from  
William F. White Internation-
al. It will be presented to an 
early-career Canadian 
"lmmaker. The recipient 
must have directed no more 
than two narrative short 
"lms or no more than one 
narrative feature-length "lm.

Best Canadian Short

This $750 cash award is 
presented to a Canadian 
"lmmaker for their short- 
form narrative or  
documentary "lm.

International 
Juried Awards
Inside Out Special Award 
for Innovation

New in 2018, this $10,000 
cash award will be presented  
to a "lmmaker who, in their 
feature "lm, demonstrates 
innovation and a commitment  
to authentic and positive 
representation of LGBTQ2S 
people.

This award was established 
through Inside Out’s 
Strategic Innovation Fund, 
from a generous bequest 
made by the late James 
Stewart. 

Best First Feature

This $2,500 cash award is 
presented to the Internation-
al Jury’s selection for  
best "lm by a "rst-time 
feature director. Past winners  
of this award include  
Francis Lee for God’s Own 
Country and Andrew Ahn  
for Spa Night. This award 
was originally established 
through the generosity of 
Bill Ostrander.

Audience 
Awards
Exercise your right to vote! 
At each screening you’ll 
receive a ballot so you can 
share your feedback on  
the Festival selections. We’ll 
celebrate the winners you’ve 
chosen at the Closing Night 
Gala Party.

Best Narrative Feature 
Sponsored by Suzy Zucker

This generous $2,500 cash 
award will be presented  
to the audience’s favourite 
feature-length "lm.

Best Documentary Film 
Sponsored by Cindy Cross

This generous $1,250 cash 
award will be presented to 
the audience’s favourite 
feature-length documentary 
"lm.

Best Short Film 
Sponsored by Michael 
Leshner and Michael Stark 
(in honour of Mikey/
Schmikey)

This generous $1,500 cash 
award is presented to a 
short "lm that is under 50 
minutes in length.

Andrew Gurza is a disability 
awareness consultant and 
Cripple Content creator whose 
written work has been featured 
in Daily Xtra, Gay Times, 
Hu!ngton Post, The Advocate, 
Everyday Feminism, Mashable, 
Out.com, and in several  
anthologies.%He has guested on  
a number of podcasts that  
include Dan Savage’s Savage Love  
and Cameron Esposito’s Queery. 
He’s an accomplished voice on 
the intersectionality of queer-
ness and disability. He is also the  
host of Disability After Dark, 
the podcast that shines a bright 
light on sex and disability. %

David%Ninh%is Senior Communi-
cations Specialist at Kickstarter, 
where he works with creators, 
"lmmakers and artists to amplify 
their projects and campaigns 
through press and community 
outreach. He is also Publicity 
Director for Still Point Pictures, 
where he leads press outreach 
for LGBTQ documentaries. He 
previously worked with the  
publicity team at the Film Society  
of Lincoln Center, where he 
managed press outreach for their  
year-round programming,  
and for the New York Film 
Festival.%David lives in Brooklyn, 
New York.%

Roisín Geraghty is the "lm  
programmer for GAZE LGBT 
Film Festival in Dublin,  
Ireland, as well as a freelance 
project manager and indepen-
dent producer. She has worked 
with various "lm organizations  
in Ireland, the UK and the U.S., 
including Edinburgh International  
Film Festival, the Galway Film 
Fleadh, Guth Gafa International 
Documentary Film Festival, 
Irish Screen America and the 
Independent Filmmaker  
Project (IFP). She is interested  
in the creation, curation and  
proliferation of independent 
narrative and documentary  
"lm content.

Rod Thomas, a.k.a. Bright Light  
Bright Light, is a "lm- and 
pop-culture obsessed musician 
and DJ. His most recent  
album, Choreography, was  
written about his favourite  
dance sequences from ‘80s and 
‘90s movies, and features  
guest vocals from Elton John, 
Scissor Sisters and Alan 
Cumming. Thomas throws Time 
Out-recommended Romy & 
Michele’s%Saturday Afternoon 
Tea Dance parties in NYC  
and London; has composed for 
television; tours the world  
constantly, and regularly fund-
raises for LGBTQ+ charities.%

Canadian International

Trish Bendix is the managing  
editor at INTO, Grindr’s  
newly-launched, GLAAD Media 
Award-nominated LGBTQ  
digital magazine. She was prev- 
iously the editor-in-chief of  
AfterEllen and has had her work  
published in outlets such as% 
Vogue,"Cosmopolitan, Vulture, 
Broadly, ELLE, Nylon,  
HarpersBazaar.com,%and The 
Hollywood Reporter.

Sarah-Tai Black is a "lm pro-
grammer and writer living  
and working in Toronto, Ontario.  
She currently programs a 
monthly series at the Royal  
Cinema called “Black Gold,” 
which aims to highlight the best 
and most vibrant of black  
screen icons. Her writing has 
appeared in The Globe and  
Mail, TIFF’s The Review, in an 
interview with the Toronto  
Film Critics Association, and 
alongside projects by several  
fantastic artists. She is commit-
ted to intersectional feminist 
practices within the arts, and her  
work focuses heavily on the 
representation and experiences 
of black, queer, and body pos-
itive communities. She holds a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Art History 
and Cinema Studies from the 
University of Toronto.
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Welcome

It is my honour to o!er a warm welcome to everyone 
attending the 2018 Inside Out Toronto LGBT Film Festival.

As Special Advisor to the Prime Minister on LGBTQ2 Issues,  
I am proud to see our country hosting such an important 
LGBT event. As one of the top "ve LGBT "lm festivals globally,  
Inside Out can make all LGBTQ2 Canadians and allies  
proud. Sharing our stories, told through intersecting lenses,  
is critical. Not just for LGBTQ2 Canadians, but for  
all Canadians and international visitors to the Festival.

I wish to thank those who have worked tirelessly for many 
years to build and extend this important festival. To the 
volunteers, I extend my thanks for helping Inside Out grow 
into what it has become today.

Please accept my best wishes for an inspiring and moving 
"lm experience, and I hope that you enjoy the festival.

Randy Boissonnault 
Member of Parliament for Edmonton Centre and Special 
Advisor to the Prime Minister on LGBTQ2 Issues

I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to everyone 
attending the 2018 Inside Out Toronto LGBT Film Festival.

This 11-day event o!ers an outstanding forum for "lmmakers, 
industry professionals and fans to share their passion for 
movies and storytelling. I would like to congratulate everyone 
presenting "lms for their hard work and e!orts to bring their 
stories to the screen.

I would also like to take this opportunity to commend 
everyone involved in organizing this incredible celebration  
of cinema. Our country is made great not in spite of its 
diversity, but because of it. You can take pride in the knowledge  
that your e!orts have strengthened Toronto’s LGBTQ2 
community and enriched Canada as a whole.

Please accept my best wishes for a rewarding and  
enjoyable experience. 

Sincerely,

The Rt. Hon. Justin P.J. Trudeau, P.C., M.P.  
Prime Minister of Canada

Welcome

In Canada, we believe in freedom of speech and in connecting  
with each other to build stronger communities.

The Inside Out Toronto LGBT Film Festival creates a space 
where artists can speak up, where they can share their  
stories and empower communities through the arts. The hard 
work and talent of all those who participated in the  
production of these "lms is truly inspiring. Culture, after all, 
is the soul of a society. It creates social change.

Thank you for being a part of Inside Out. I wish every one of 
you a memorable event!

Julie Payette  
Governor General

It gives me great pleasure to extend greetings and a warm 
welcome to everyone attending the 2018 Inside Out Toronto 
LGBT Film Festival. 

I am very proud that Canada’s largest LGBT "lm festival, 
Inside Out, takes place in our city. It showcases more  
than 175 "lms from over 30 counties while challenging 
attitudes and changing lives through the transformative  
power of cinema.

As an international centre for "lm production, Toronto 
promotes the development of quality cinema by the  
creative and innovative works of "lmmakers whose talent  
and creativity have enhanced and enriched our  
entertainment industry. 

Arts and culture can be incredible forces for the development  
of an individual, group or community, for the promotion of 
intercultural connections that include tolerance, understanding,  
friendship and social cohesion. 

On behalf of Toronto City Council, I wish everyone an 
enjoyable and memorable event. Please accept my best  
wishes for continued success.  

John Tory 
Mayor of Toronto
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WelcomeWelcome

On behalf of Inside Out’s Board of Directors, welcome to the 
2018 Toronto LGBT Film Festival!

To me, Inside Out is all about making connections, and our 
new three-year Strategic Plan is helping us do just that. We’re 
strengthening connections between our local communities 
and the very best in queer cinema from at home and around 
the world. We’re encouraging connections between 
"lmgoers in our new Festival Lounge – a comfortable spot to 
continue the post-screening conversation over a drink.

And through industry initiatives such as the Queer Film Finance  
Forum – now in its second year – we’re connecting emerging 
and established talent to provide direct support to the next 
generation of queer "lmmakers. 

Please join me in giving a round of applause to our talented 
sta! and incredible volunteers, without whom Inside Out 
wouldn’t be able to challenge attitudes and change lives.

Happy Festival! 

Jason Wagar 
Chair, Inside Out Board of Directors

It is my pleasure to extend my heartfelt congratulations to 
organizers and supporters of the Inside Out Toronto LGBT 
Film Festival for the tremendous achievement of 27 years of 
artistic endeavour and social change in the city of Toronto.

This year, the Inside Out Toronto LGBT Film Festival returns 
to the TIFF Bell Lightbox from May 24 to June 3, 2018, 
showcasing over 175 "lms from thirty countries. For eleven 
exciting days, Toronto will be in the international spotlight 
with an opportunity to show the world the incredible diversity  
and creativity of our City’s LGBTQ communities and  
the strength of Toronto’s rich cultural and social fabric. 

Once again, congratulations on 27 years of success! I look 
forward to many more years of the Inside Out Film Festival  
in Toronto, which I know will continue to grow and make 
signi"cant impacts on building a healthy, vibrant and 
dynamic city.

Happy "lm-festing,

Kristyn Wong-Tam 
Councillor, Ward 27 
Toronto Centre-Rosedale                           

On behalf of RBC, welcome to the 2018 Inside Out Toronto 
Film Festival. Inside Out remains far and away one of the 
most exceptional events in this incredible city that so many 
are fortunate to call home. 

This has been a year of great change in the "lm industry –  
among others – and a reminder that there are many  
stories that haven’t been told, but they deserve to be. Over 
the course of the next week, you will have the opportunity  
to see and hear some of these powerful stories, as told by the 
incredible roster of "lmmakers curated for you.  

Inside Out provides a platform for many artists to share  
their truth, and it brings me great pride to be a supporter of 
the festival.

RBC’s support of the arts has been a longstanding priority  
as we recognize that the arts play an important role in building  
vibrant and strong communities. Through programs like the 
RBC Emerging Artists Project, for example, we’re able to help 
artists from a range of genres bridge the gap from emerging 
to established through funding and specialized advice.

Congratulations to all those with submissions being shown 
this year – you should be so proud. And congratulations to  
the Inside Out Toronto team for putting together an incredible  
event once again this year.

Happy Festival!

Kris Depencier 
Regional President 
Greater Toronto



20 21

WelcomeWelcome

In 2020, Inside Out – Canada’s largest LGBT Film Festival and 
the third largest festival of its kind in the world – will turn  
30 years old. As a queer woman who was a shy kid in grade 
school in 1990, I "nd myself feeling overwhelmed and 
inspired by this approaching milestone. These thoughts of 
where we come from, how far we’ve come, and how far  
we still need to go, feature constantly in the conversations  
at the Inside Out o#ce. Our team reviews more than a 
thousand "lms in their curation of the Inside Out festival 
program, and each story stirs up these feelings, these 
questions, and these con$icts.

So in 2018, as we celebrate 28 years of presenting the best  
of LGBTQ "lm to Toronto, we wonder – where are we? How  
is our industry faring in authentic representation of queer  
and trans voices? After all these years, are we ALL seeing 
ourselves – and our complex, intersectional identities and 
histories – represented on screen? And in our everyday  
lives, how are we living, learning and growing as members  
of a community? Are our connections becoming stronger  
or more tenuous as our queer spaces become more digital 
and less communal? How does the media that we consume  
shape us, and how do we shape it?

In the spring of 2018, Inside Out released our new strategic 
plan that charts a course to 2020. We don’t have all of  
the answers to the questions I pose here, but we have a clear 
approach to making Inside Out a home for LGBTQ "lmmakers 
and a haven for LGBTQ audiences – to creating space  
for these critical dialogues to take place. At this year’s festival,  
we’ll welcome our members, industry guests, and community 
into our "rst full-time Festival Lounge, o!ering more opp- 
ortunities than ever for connection and conversation around 
your cinema experience. We’re expanding our LGBTQ Film 
Financing forum to a two-day event, creating more space for 
"lmmakers at all levels of development. We’re bringing you  
a festival that features not only world-class "lm curation,  
but also a curation of space, and of conversation. We are  
driven by the understanding that in today’s shifting, challenging,  
changing world, queer "lm festivals are not just relevant –  
they are essential.

As I welcome you, our audience, our community, our artists, to 
Inside Out 2018, I do so in constant gratitude to our incredible, 
innovative, and committed sta!, our always supportive Board 
of Directors, and to the many volunteers who give their time 
and dedication to Inside Out. This one’s for you.

Andria Wilson 
Executive Director 
Inside Out

Recently, I read the following line in an industry trade 
magazine as part of a critic’s review of a queer "lm premiere: 
“With careful nurturing, [x "lm] could see small international 
art-house play even outside the LGBTQ ghetto.”

Somehow, in spite of how far we’ve come in terms of 
nurturing our stories onscreen, Inside Out, twenty-eight 
years in, along with our LGBTQ "lm festival families, is  
still seen by some mainstream critics as niche, or a ‘ghetto.’

This isn’t exactly new information, but what struck me most 
was that, in 2018, a critic was still validating a "lm’s success  
by its potential to break out of the ‘LGBTQ ghetto.’ In other 
words, a queer "lm’s value (and justi"cation for being 
reviewed at all) was being determined solely on its ability  
to break out into the mainstream. 

As queer "lm festival curators, we are faced with increasing 
challenges to maintain our vital place on the circuit. Now, 
when we are fortunate enough to have these ‘breakout’ "lms 
made, rather than being able to celebrate them with a  
queer audience within our festival context, more often we are 
seeing the mainstream "lm industry developing strategies 
around the "lms that rarely include screening at ‘niche’ or 
specialty festivals. The very platforms that helped raise  
these stories up are suddenly deemed unimportant, or worse –  
a liability to the "lm’s success. 

Understanding that "lm is not just about art, but also about 
business means that our role as an LGBTQ "lm festival must 
keep evolving. At our core is the celebration and exhibition  
of queer "lms. With Inside Out’s now expanded two-day  
"nance forum, we are becoming an incubator for queer talent,  
connecting emerging producers and "lmmakers with 
industry executives to get more "lms out there, faster. Our 
new juried Innovation Award will recognize a unique "lm  
that pushes the conversation forward, one that speaks for 
and represents contemporary issues in our communities today.

Our communities are diverse. They deserve to be heard.  
To take up space. To be seen onscreen. On our terms. At our 
festivals. Film festivals are a crucial tool for helping build a 
"lm’s audience and its exposure, and they actively connect  
the viewer with what’s onscreen. We will continue to stake 
our claim as festival curators; to do our best to bring you  
the "nest queer cinema; to share and connect our stories and 
o!er these unique experiences, celebrating our ‘niche.’

Andrew Murphy 
Director of Programming 
Inside Out
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Funders and SponsorsFunders and Sponsors

Lead Sponsor

Premier Sponsor

O#cial Airline

Government

Industry and Awards

Hospitality Sponsors

Community Champions

Platinum Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors

Foundations
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MembershipMembership

Enjoy the best LGBTQ cinema with your community. 
Support queer stories and storytellers. 
Receive great bene"ts. 

Your Inside Out Membership will give you perks tailored to the experience you want. 
There’s a membership level to "t everyone’s needs.  

Sign up at insideout.ca or visit the box o#ce at TIFF Bell Lightbox.

*Youth/Senior membership is open to youth 24 and under, seniors 65+, people who identify as underemployed or who are on "xed 
income. Please be advised that most "lms are restricted to 18 years of age and older. 

** FREE access to the following parties: Opening Night, Women’s Gala, and the 2nd Special Presentation. Access to other events with 
associated "lm/party ticket. All events subject to capacity.  *** 15 minutes release time   **** 10 minutes release time

SUPPORTER
ONE:  $180 
TWO: $200

ASSOCIATE
$300

BENEFACTOR
$540

PATRON
$810

VISIONARY
$1200

DELUXE
$2760

$15 | $16.67 $25 $45 $67.50 $100 $230

! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! !

2 4 4 4 2 free tickets 4 free tickets 

! ! ! ! ! !

1  |  2 2 2 ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! Couriered Couriered

! ! ! ! !

2 2 2 2 4

2 2 2 4

! ! ! !

2 2 2

! ! !

Reserved 

Seating  

Section***

Reserved 

Seating with 

Name Option**** 

! !

!

!

6 8 16 20 24

4 seats at all 

advance 

selected 

regular 

screenings

2 4 6 6
Access for 4  

to each

$60 $120 $175 $275 $600 $1200

$180 | $180 $300 $540 $810 $1200 $2760

YOUTH/  
SENIOR*
$20

BASIC
$50

MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTION

Member voting rights ! !

Members-only email Alerts and E-Newsletter ! !

Discount on Festival screenings and events ! !

Discount on year-round More Play Series (tickets per screening) 2 2

Advance Members-only Festival Box O#ce ! !

Priority Member Festival lineup 1 1

Access to Festival Lounge Happy Hour ! !

Advance delivery of Festival Program Guide !

Name listed in Festival Program Guide

Access to select Festival Parties**

Invitation to Festival Opening VIP Reception

Festival T-shirt (up to 2)

Invitation to Annual Member Recognition Event

VIP Experience at Festival Launch Event

Reserved seating for Festival and More Play Series

Invitation for 2 to Filmmakers’ Brunch

Dedicated Festival concierge service

Access to VIP Lounge at TIFF Bell Lightbox (during Festival)

OPTION A: TICKET PACKAGES WITH PARTIAL TAX RECEIPT

Free tickets to regular Festival screenings

Free Festival Gala Tickets  
(choice of Opening, Centrepiece, Women’s and/or Closing) 

Partial tax receipt

OPTION B: FULL TAX RECEIPT WITH NO TICKET PACKAGE
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Members and DonorsMembers and Donors

We Love Our Members and Donors!
Inside Out exists only with the support of our Inside Out Members and Donors.  

Inside Out is grateful for your generosity and for your shared belief in the  
transformative power of LGBTQ "lm and its ability to bring people of diverse 
backgrounds together to engage, empower, educate and entertain. 

It is with tremendous gratitude that we thank all of our Members and Donors 
including our 2018 Associate to Deluxe Members listed below.

$5,000+
Lawrence Bennett* 

Jim Lawrence and 
David Salak*

Martha LA McCain*

$2,000 to $4,999
Neville Austin*

Michael Bellefontaine* 

Connie Bonello* 

Mark S. Bonham

Carl Bremner and 
Kenneth Holt*

Paul Butler and  
Chris Black*

Nelson Carvalho  
and Zak Miljanic*

John Cli!ord*

Dr. Richard Isaac and 
Brian Sambourne* 

Steve Khan and 
Frédéric Prigot*

William and  
Gary Klein* 

Jim Knoop and  
Ed Piotrowski*

Marcus Law*

Michael Leshner  
and Mike Stark*

Russell Mathew and 
Scott Ferguson*

Donald McKay and  
Jim Laughlin*

Adam Morrison and 
James Owen*

Ralph Pascht and  
Mark Le Messurier*

Ross Slater and  
Wayne Smith

Joe E. Teves and  
David Rankin

Anne-Marie Vanier*

David Vella*

Jason Wagar*

Suzy Zucker*

$1,000 to $1,999
Loredana Anastasiei

Jill Andrew and  
Aisha Fairclough*

Alexander and James 
Boecker-Fitzgerald

Lambert Boenders and 
Barry Trentham

Jack Candido and 
Howard Craven

David Carter

Peter Charlton*

Linda Chen

Harry Cherniak*          

Jo-Ann Chiam and 
Janet Koecher*

Andy Chong*

Cindy Cross*

Daniel DaCosta and 
Wade Rowley

Henry D’Auchapt and 
Peter Harding*

Christopher Field and 
Changming Guo

Murray Gaudreau

Larry Hughsam* 

Sarah Hunter*

Shalabh Kayastha*

Karim Ladak*

Claire Lavoie and  
Lisa Landrey

Andrew Mainprize and 
Philip Kocev*

Lucas Medina

Keith Medley

Steve Nardi and  
Kevin Meloche

Bernardine Perriera 

Joe Pharaon

Kimahli Powell*

Nik Redman

Philip Rouse*

John Stanley and 
Helmut Reichenbächer

$600 to $999
Luka Amona 

Roberto Bozac and 
Steve Clelland

Bradley J. Campbell 
and Obed Urquilla 
Flores

Marc Charrier

Chris Chin 

Je! Copeland 

William Craddock

Robert Davis and 
Joseph Chen 

Dennis Findlay*

Mark Kizhnerman and 
Shawn Castonguay

Geo! Lawrence and 
Neil Calhoun

Bruce Lawson*

Mike Loader

The Rev. Dr. John  
Joseph Mastandrea 
and Bill Calkins*

Peter McNaughton*

Adrian Mitchell

David Morris and  
Andrew Braithwaite*

Perry Orestes and  
Tim Giguere

Thomas Park*

Michelle Robertson 
and Naomi Brooks

Michelle and Amy 
Talbert*

Peter Wren*

$400 to $599
Michael Agnew

Ruby Bantock

Deborah Barr

Adam Benn

Juana Berinstein

Deanna Bickford*

Allen Braude* 

David Brennan and 
Michael Woodford

Daniel Brown and 
Maurice Fournier*

Daniel Burns

JC Cadieux and  
Natasha Tavares

Blair Caines and  
Brad Candy

Karin daFonte and 
Danielle Bottineau

Sam D’Alfonso

Charlie David

Patrick David and 
Michael Smith

Gordon Davies

Carol A. Deacon and 
Heather Huber

Ronald Dieleman

Cecilio Escobar

Aamer Esmail

Bruce Ferreira-Wells

Joseph Flessa*  

Anne Gallagher* 

James Giles

Stephen L. Gillis

Rosalind Harvey and 
Rhonda Fromstein

Nathan Heinrichs

Katelyn Hewitt

Paul Higgs

Bradley Hilderley

Donna Inch and  
Audrey Lobo

Greg W. Johns

Miriam Kaufman and 
Roberta Benson

Harvey Kaye

Jordan Kemp and 
Zaheed Alli

B. Kitchell

Paul Lalonde*

Greg Lichti and  
Garth Norbraten

Dr. Ben Louie*

Kevin Maloney

Gilles Marchildon  
and Gord Klassen*

Jeanette and Brian 
Markle

Christopher McKenzie

Denise Moore

Celestine Natale and 
Catherine May* 

Adam Peer and  
Andres Laxamana*

Andrew Pruss and 
Tony Ivano!

Mitzi Reinsilber and 
Melissa Fishman*

Rodney Rousseau

Eric Schlosser*

Davinder Singh

Shane Smith*

Lee Sneddon and  
Kris Fortomaris

Jason Van Tassel

Barry Waite* 

Lulu Wei

Joseph Woodworth

$250 to $399
Barry Adam

Amaze Film +  
Television

SC Aubé

Amir Azadeh 

Rachel E. Beattie*

Michel Beauvais

Lucas Beaver

David Beckner

Sujata Berry*

Richard Berthelsen and 
Jean-Marc Hachey

Neil Betteridge

Christopher Brohman

Robert Buckingham

Michael Bushara

Sarah Byrnes and 
Alexandra Eastland

Andrew Chang*

Mara Chaplin

Louis Charpentier and 
Robert Wake"eld

Tania Cheng and  
Dana Decent*

Harold Chmara and 
Danny Hoy

Paolo Cini and  
William Le&er

Kevin Cockburn

Wayne Cuervo 

Karen Davis and  
Susan Ewing

Zinzi De Silva and 
Jenarra De Souza

Michelle Doyle

Alison Duke 

John Duwyn

Richard Fung*

Bob Gallagher

Rudy Giacchetti

Gordon Gingras

Cathy Gulkin

Mac Gunter and  
Serdar Atav*

David G. Hallman

Shaun Hanif and  
Mark Churaman

Kathleen M. Harquail

Michel Helie and  
Terry Gardiner

Marc Hill

Vincent Ho

Stephen Hobson

Adonica Huggins

Adam Hyatt

Gene Jamieson

Leah Jaunzems and 
Claire Harvey

Karie Diane Johnston

Steven Kim

Mark Klajman

Lauryn Kronick

Chantal Lackan

Sam Laredo

Ron Leach

Tim Ledger 

Derek Leebosh

Michael Legou!e

Jordan Levitin and 
Francisco Jaurez

Jennifer Lord and 
Becca Lucas Lord

Umar Malik

Gary McLachlan

Fabio Mello and  
Brandon Brophy

Alan Moon

Michael Moores

Peter Morris

Kathleen Mullen

Pearse Murray

Arif Noorani and  
Wesley Seto

Jason Novelli 

Mark O’Connell

Rodney Osinga

Jessica Park and  
Kris Klement*

Evalyn Parry

Pauline Pelletier

Davey Perry

Lisa Pottie and  
Laurie Bryson

Hilary Prue

Janis Purdy

Ingrid Randoja and 
Emma Lewzey

Douglas Rienzo

Joel Rodrigues

Gary Rogers

Mike Rudolph

Jax Ruggiero and  
Weronika Rogula

Eric Ruppert and  
Manuel Medina

Trevor Scanlan and 
John Farrell

Jayne Schneider 

Rupen Seoni and  
Gerry Dimnik

Raymond Seton

John Sinopoli

Geo!rey Skelding

Adam Stewart*

Michael Sue Scott

Janet Sumner

Tom Tan

Ralph Topp

Jennifer Trant

Stephen Traynor 

Jacque Turnbull 

Pat Vandesompele and 
Steve McKeown

Anton Vidgen

We appreciate the support 
of all of our members and 
donors. We apologize for  
any omissions. Inside 
Out’s Charitable 
Registration Number is 
871515995RR0001.

*Notes non-membership 
charitable contributions.
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Major Giving and Legacy Society

James Stewart  
Estate Gift
In life, arts patron Jim 
Stewart demonstrated his 
passion through his love of 
music, math and community. 
Jim’s passion will carry on 
through the work of dozens 
of non-pro"t organizations 
such as Inside Out, who were  
named bene"ciaries of  
his estate. His transformative  
legacy gift will ensure  
that our stories can be passed  
between generations, 
across borders and into the 
future, with hope and grace. 

RE:Focus Fund 
This Fund is aimed at 
supporting career develop-
ment for female and 
non-binary "lmmakers. With 
the generous support of 
Martha McCain, this year 
the RE:Focus Fund will 
provide "lmmakers an  
opportunity to attend the 
Festival to present their  
work and access networking  
and professional develop-
ment opportunities.

Leadership Circle
The Leadership Circle brings together a special  
group of supporters who wish to champion Inside 
Out’s goal of challenging attitudes and changing  
lives through the sharing of our communities’ unique 
stories on "lm. The philanthropic support of  
our Leadership Circle shows an investment in the 
future of Inside Out and the LGBTQ communities  
we serve. 

Jill Andrew and Aisha Fairclough* 

Neville Austin

Michael Bellefontaine

Lawrence Bennett

Connie Bonello

Paul Butler and Chris Black

Nelson Carvalho and Zak Miljanic

Peter Charlton*

Jo-Ann Chiam and Janet Koecher

Andy Chong

John Cli!ord

Cindy Cross and Deanna Bickford

Shalabh Kayastha* 

Steve Khan and  Frédéric Prigot*

William and Gary Klein

Karim Ladak*

Marcus Law

Jim Lawrence and David Salak

Russell Mathew and Scott Ferguson

Martha LA McCain

Adam Morrison and James Owen

Ralph Pascht and Mark Le Messurier

Kimahli Powell

Philip Rouse

Anne-Marie Vanier

David Vella

Jason Wagar

Legacy Society
Inside Out’s Legacy Society 
is comprised of donors  
who have made a lasting 
commitment to our future  
by including Inside Out in 
their wills and estate plans. 

Neville Austin

Lambert Boenders and  
Barry Trentham

Dennis Findlay 

Larry Hughsam

Greg Lichti and  
Garth Norbraten 

Russell Mathew and  
Scott Ferguson 

Dr. James Stewart

*Indicates new Leadership Circle Members

As our primary charitable initiative, Inside Out for All 
funding supports our accessibility and inclusion  
e!orts to engage and involve LGBTQ people from  
underserved communities. 

Our commitment to this initiative includes: 

Tickets

At our Toronto Festival,  
we give away up to 2,000 
tickets free of charge to 
community partners and 
organizations.

Community  

Seating

At our Toronto Festival, we 
will reserve seats in our  
VIP section for newcomers 
to Canada and others in  
our communities who may 
experience barriers to access. 

Free Youth and 

Senior Matinees

For Youth (24 and under) and 
Seniors (65+) we o!er  
free tickets for weekday 
screenings that begin  
before 6 pm.

Physical  

Accessibility  

of Spaces

We aim to ensure that our 
screening and event venues 
are physically accessible  
and that all sta! and 
volunteers are trained on 
accessibility best practice.

Supports for Deaf 

and Hard of  

Hearing Audiences

These include captioning of 
"lms, ASL interpretation at  
screenings and events, and 
communications around 
these supports.

Community 

Screenings

Inside Out’s community 
catalogue of LGBTQ "lms is 
available to educators and 
community organizers who 
wish to host their own 
screenings free of charge.

Inside Out for All

Community Champions
Community Champions 
directly contribute funds to 
Inside Out for All (IOFA). 

We are proud to recognize 
support for this work from 
the following organizations:

OPS Pride Network  

Pride and  
Remembrance Run

Prime Timers

Rainbow Railroad

For more information  
about IOFA or becoming  
a Community Champion, 
please contact Deanna 
Bickford, Director  
of Development, at  
deanna@insideout.ca  

If you have an inquiry about 
how your group can be 
involved with Inside Out 
programming as a  
Community Partner, please 
contact Nina Bakan,  
Youth and Community 
Outreach Coordinator,  
at nina@insideout.ca



Galas and Special 
Presentations
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Galas Galas

33

Director: Silas Howard
Screenplay: Daniel Pearle
USA | 2018 | 92:00

OPENING GALA 

Thursday, May 24, 8:00pm
Venue: TBLB 1

International Premiere 
Guests in attendance

Followed by the Opening Night 
Gala party. See p 136 for details.

O#cial Selection, 2018  
Sundance Film Festival

Rating: PG

Screening Sponsor

A Kid Like Jake
In the latest from Silas Howard (By Hook or by Crook, 
Transparent), Claire Danes and Jim Parsons take on  
the role of loving parents who are navigating the private  
school system in New York City as well as wrestling 
with their own preconceived notions about their child’s 
gender identity.  

While preparing applications to private schools for four- 
year-old Jake, Alex (Danes) and Greg (Parsons) are 
told to focus on what makes their child unique, which, 
according to their preschool advisor, Judy (Octavia 
Spencer), is Jake’s gender-expansive play. When Jake 
begins acting out in preschool, Alex and Greg must 
come together to lend support and not lose each other 
in the process. 

Featuring a stellar supporting cast that includes  
Amy Landecker, Ann Dowd and Priyanka Chopra,  
A Kid Like Jake brings humour and a whole lot  
of heart to this story of one family’s journey toward 
understanding and acceptance. 

Director: Amy Adrion
USA | 2018 | 94:00

WOMEN’S GALA

Saturday, May 26, 7:00pm 
Venue: TBLB 1

Followed by the Women’s Gala 
party. See p 136 for details.

O#cial Selection, 2018  
Sundance Film Festival

Screening Sponsor

Martha LA McCain

Women account for "fty percent of moviegoers in 
North America, but of the highest-grossing 100 "lms  
in 2017, only eight percent were directed by women. 
With the #MeToo and #TimesUp movements currently 
advancing discourse about women in the industry,  
Half the Picture is as timely as they come.

The documentary goes further than merely o!ering up 
disappointing statistics. The story told in Amy Adrion’s 
vital debut feature is one that manages to paint a clear 
picture of the severity of the damage while instilling 
hope for the future. Featuring compelling interviews 
with some of our most proli"c female directors, this 
"lm takes an inspired look behind the camera and into 
the careers of your favourite "lmmaking women.%

With frank, frustrating, and often hilarious story- 
telling from Ava DuVernay, Jill Solloway, Gina 
Prince-Bythewood, Lena Dunham, Jamie Babbitt, 
Miranda July, Nisha Ganatra, Kimberly Pierce  
and many, many more, Half the Picture is a must-see  
for all "lm lovers.

Half the Picture
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Director: Christiaan Olwagen
South Africa | 2018 | 122:00 
English and Afrikaans with 
English subtitles

CENTREPIECE GALA 
Tuesday, May 29, 9:15pm
Venue: TBLB 1

World Premiere

Preceded by Centrepiece Gala 
Reception. See p 137 for details.

Screening Sponsor

Canary (Kanarie)
Set in South Africa in 1985 against a backdrop of 
apartheid, religion and war, Canary is a charming  
musical drama that chronicles one teen’s struggle  
to "nd his voice. 

Seventeen-year-old Johan is a small-town boy whose 
love of British new wave music, and especially Boy 
George, makes him an easy target for bullying from the 
neighbourhood kids. When he gets called up for 
military service, Johan auditions for, and is accepted 
into, the Canaries – the South African Defence Choir. 
Initially believing that the choir means he will not be 
"ghting in the war, Johan begins to see the role he 
plays in the oppression and injustice around him. If that 
isn’t enough to deal with, Johan is also falling in love 
with Wolfgang, a fellow Canary. 

As Johan’s beliefs about religion, patriotism and 
sexuality are brought into question, he is left to rely  
on his emerging creativity and passion for music.  
And after all, who doesn’t need a dance break from 
time to time? 

Director: Brett Haley 
Screenplay: Brett Haley,  
Marc Basch
USA | 2018 | 97:00

CLOSING GALA 
Sunday, June 3, 7:30pm
Venue: TBLB 1

Canadian Premiere

Followed by the Closing Gala 
Party. See p 137 for details.

O#cial Selection, 2018  
Sundance Film Festival

O#cial Selection, 2018 SXSW 
Film Festival

Rating: 14A

Screening Sponsor

Hearts Beat Loud

Frank (Nick O!erman) and Sam (Kiersey Clemons) are 
the coolest of father/daughter duos. Frank owns  
a record store in Brooklyn, Sam is months away from 
heading o! to UCLA pre-med, and every week the  
two get together for family jam sessions. 

The only problem? Frank’s store is failing and he "nds 
himself in need of a new career path. When he  
and Sam write a particularly catchy song during their 
weekly session, Frank has an idea. They should start  
a band! As Sam struggles to balance her studies, her 
budding romance with Rose (Sasha Lane) and  
her father’s sudden intense interest in creating music 
together, their relationship begins to crack. And  
when that catchy song goes viral, they are forced to 
make some major life decisions. 

Featuring unforgettable original music and a supporting  
cast that includes Ted Danson and Toni Collette, 
Hearts Beat Loud is the star-studded, heartwarming 
musical of your dreams.  
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Director: Yen Tan
Screenplay: Yen Tan
USA | 2018 | 85:00

SPECIAL PRESENTATION 

Friday, May 25, 9:15pm
Venue: TBLB 1

International Premiere 
Guests in attendance

Preceded by Red Carpet  
Reception. See p 136 for details.

O#cial Selection, 2018 SXSW 
Film Festival

Screening Sponsor

1985
The year is 1985 and you’re listening to Madonna on 
your Walkman. Meanwhile, young gay men are trying  
to "nd the strength to tell their estranged families that 
they are dying. Expanding from his short "lm of the 
same title (featured at Inside Out 2016), director Yen 
Tan further underscores one such story. 

It’s been three years since Adrian returned from New 
York City to spend Christmas with his Bible Belt  
family in Fort Worth, Texas. Hiding behind the guise  
of a successful life in the Big Apple, he struggles  
to divulge the truth about his sexuality and his health, 
before it’s too late. But being honest is proving to  
be more di#cult than he expected. 

Beautifully shot in black and white, and featuring 
moving performances by Cory Michael Smith, Virginia 
Madsen and Michael Chiklis, 1985 intimately and 
compassionately captures one man’s life during the 
"rst wave of the AIDS crisis. 

Director: Desiree Akhavan
Screenplay: Desiree Akhavan, 
Cecilia Frugiuele%
USA | 2018 | 90:00

SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
Friday, June 1, 9:30pm
Venue: TBLB 1

Canadian Premiere

Preceded by Red Carpet  
Reception. See p 137 for details.

Grand Jury Prize, 2018  
Sundance Film Festival

Rating: 14A

Screening Sponsors

Writer/director Desiree Akhavan (Appropriate Behavior)  
is back with a poignant adaptation of Emily Danforth’s 
acclaimed coming-of-age novel, The Miseducation of 
Cameron Post. 

Cameron Post (Chloë Grace Moretz) is your average 
teenage girl. But after a prom night mishap in which she 
is caught in the act with another young woman, 
Cameron is sent to a facility that seeks to eliminate 
same-sex attractions. Despite being subjected to 
discipline and “de-gaying” methods, she "nds herself 
in a new and exciting community. For the "rst time, 
Cameron connects with others like her, and "nally has 
a chance to see herself re$ected in the world.

Balancing drama with Akhavan’s signature humour,  
The Miseducation of Cameron Post details the story of  
a young woman who is experiencing the loss of her 
biological family while coming into her chosen one. 

The Miseducation of Cameron Post



Premieres
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Premieres Premieres

Director: Sonia Sebastián
Screenplay: Lisa Cordileone, 
Amy Dellagiarino
USA | 2018 | 81:00

Friday, May 25, 6:45pm
Venue: TBLB 1

International Premiere 
Guests in attendance

Screening Sponsors

Freelancers Anonymous
Billie (Lisa Cordileone) can’t take it anymore – she is 
miserable working at a failing marketing company  
run by a useless boss (Transparent’s Alexandra Billings).  
Her only redemption in life is her relationship and 
upcoming marriage to struggling actor Gayle (Toronto’s  
Natasha Negovanlis). 

In a moment of drug-induced clarity, Billie quits her 
job. While searching for a new one she stumbles  
across a mis"t group of unemployed women in a church  
basement who call themselves “Freelancers Anony-
mous.” Like Billie, this band of socially awkward ladies 
want to work but are hopeless at "nding jobs –  
until Billie persuades them to launch an app to reach 
potential clients. If she could only convince the 
wedding-obsessed Gayle to support her risky career 
move, Billie would be all set. 

A charmingly goofy comedy brought to life by a stellar 
set of female comedians, Freelancers Anonymous 
shines a much needed spotlight on women in tech. 

Director: Katharina Mueckstein
Austria | 2018 | 97:00 
German with English subtitles

Wednesday, May 30, 7:00pm
Venue: TBLB 2

Canadian Premiere

O#cial Selection, 2018 Berlin 
International Film Festival

Screening Sponsors

 
Nelson Carvalho and  
Zak Miljanic

L’Animale
In Austria the "nal exam in high school is known as the 
“Matura.” An assessment of language, math and 
science skills, the evaluation also signi"es a coming-of-
age. L’Animale begins just as one young woman is 
being put to the test. 

Mati works part time at her mother’s veterinary clinic, 
learning the ropes so that she can follow in her 
footsteps. Outside of work, however, Mati’s mother 
understands so little about her daughter, forcing 
graduation dresses on her and questioning Mati’s desire  
to spend all her free time on her motocross bike  
with the local boys. When Mati develops feelings for a 
young woman from town and her mother uncovers  
a secret that her father has been keeping, the family 
must decide which is more important: living honestly 
or doing what is expected of them.

With enormous heart and style for days, L’Animale 
"rmly places Katharina Mueckstein on the list of 
"lmmakers to watch.
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Premieres Premieres

Director: Derek Dodge
USA | 2018 | 80:00

Monday, May 28, 7:00pm
Venue: TBLB 2

World Premiere 
Guests in attendance

Rating: 14A

Screening Sponsor

Hurley
In the world of 1970s car racing, Hurley Haywood was 
cool, calm and collected. A "ve-time 24 Hours of 
Daytona winner, three-time Le Mans winner and Trans- 
Am champion, Haywood was a Hollywood archetype: 
a strikingly handsome man brought up by a good 
Midwestern family. 

Yet Haywood was often overshadowed by racing 
partner and volatile mentor, Peter Gregg – the  
Batman to his Robin – whose abrupt suicide in 1980 
shook the sport to its core. And yet Haywood had 
secrets of his own. Despite multiple encounters with 
women, some that included public appearances 
alongside Penthouse models, he remained elusive 
about his personal life.

With deft use of archival footage and exclusive 
interviews featuring actor and fellow racer,  
Patrick Dempsey, Hurley reveals a greater insight into 
Haywood’s tightrope walk between career and 
sexuality, while posing the question – will motorsport 
ever be ready for openly LGBT racers? 

Directors: Filipe Matzembacher, 
Marcio Reolon
Screenplay: Filipe  
Matzembacher, Marcio Reolon
Brazil | 2018 | 118:00 
Portuguese with English  
subtitles

Sunday, May 27, 9:30pm
Venue: TBLB 1

Canadian Premiere 
Directors in attendance

Teddy Award for Best Feature 
Film, 2018 Berlin International 
Film Festival

Screening Sponsor

Travel bursary generously 
provided by Neville’s Nudge 
(Neville Austin) 

In their latest collaboration, Inside Out favourites  
Filipe Matzembacher and Marcio Reolon (Seashore, 
The Nest) introduce us to Pedro, a painfully shy  
young man who best expresses himself (and makes a 
living) through erotic body painting performances  
for online voyeurs. 

After noticing a decline in his chatroom income, and 
following an untimely court appearance, Pedro  
decides to track down another online performer, Boy25,  
and accuses him of stealing his act. But Boy25 turns 
out to be more than a rival, acquainting Pedro with the 
exuberant, artsy underground of their hometown of 
Porto Alegre.

Initially rendered a gloomy portrait of isolation in  
the digital age, Hard Paint thoughtfully and  
unpredictably takes us to a place where Pedro, and 
those like him, discover greater inner strength  
than they ever thought possible.

Hard Paint (Tinta Bruta)
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Premieres Premieres

Director: Anucha Boonyawatana
Screenplay: Anucha  
Boonyawatana,  
Waasuthep Ketpetch
Thailand | 2017 | 94:00  
Thai with English subtitles

Sunday, May 27, 7:00pm
Venue: TBLB 1

North American Premiere

Best Director, 2017 Singapore 
International Film Festival 

Screening Sponsor

 
 
Andy Chong

Malila: The Farewell Flower 
The intricate art of Bai Sri, whereby banana leaves and 
jasmine $owers are elaborately intertwined, is  
woven throughout this intriguing Thai "lm. Malila: The 
Farewell Flower is a beautiful examination of loss, 
memory, and spirituality.

When Shane learns that his former lover, Pitch, has 
been diagnosed with cancer, Shane returns to his  
old village to be with him. As Pitch devotes his time  
to Bai Sri, attempting to heal his body and spirit,  
the two men seek comfort in one another’s arms and 
remember their trauma in the di#cult years apart.  
In a desperate e!ort to save Pitch, Shane embarks on  
a spiritual journey that will cause him to question 
everything in his life. 

Contemplative and languorous, Anucha Boonyawatana 
(The Blue Hour, Inside Out 2015) provides a fascinating 
window onto Buddhist philosophies and traditional Thai  
culture. The "lm’s quiet romanticism will remain with 
you long after the credits roll.  

Director: Jordana Spiro 
Screenplay: Angelica Nwandu, 
Jordana Spiro
USA | 2018 | 90:00

Saturday, June 2, 6:45pm
Venue: TBLB 1

Canadian Premiere

O#cial Selection, 2018  
Sundance Film Festival

Night Comes On
On the eve of her eighteenth birthday, Angel (Dominique  
Fishback) is released from juvenile detention after 
serving time for unlawful possession of a weapon. She’s  
thrown back onto the streets with nothing but a  
few dollars in her pocket, a broken relationship with 
her girlfriend, and a focused determination to seek 
revenge on her father for murdering her mother. 

Angel has all but given up hope for her future beyond 
her singular plan, but her journey takes an unexpected 
detour when she is reunited with her ten-year-old 
sister, Abby (Tatum Marilyn Hall), who is currently living  
in foster care. With Abby in tow, Angel heads to the 
Jersey Shore in search of her father, but her little sister 
has her own plan to pull Angel o! course and show  
her that there is a future worth "ghting for.

Actors Fishback and Hall deliver star-making  
performances in a suspenseful yet tender story that 
deftly captures both the darkness and the light in  
its characters’ lives. 
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Premieres Premieres

Director: Steve McLean 
Screenplay: Steve McLean
UK | 2018 | 88:00 

Thursday, May 31, 9:15pm
Venue: TBLB 1

Canadian Premiere

Screening Sponsors

 
Russell Mathew and  
Scott Ferguson

Art appreciation collides with sex work in London’s 
neon-lit Soho district, where a male escort named  
Joe o!ers clients both sex and intellectual stimulation. 

New to the city, teenage Joe (Harris Dickerson, Beach 
Rats) dreams of adventure but is short on cash. He is 
soon taken under the wings of the Raconteurs, a group 
of sex workers who believe that knowing the history  
of gay art is key to their success. Joe learns the ropes 
but discovers he has an unusual a&iction – every time 
he sees an art masterpiece he is transported inside the 
work. Could Joe’s condition be a gift, or his downfall?

With references to gay art from Caravaggio to Pierre 
et Gilles, Postcards from London’s stylized vision 
reminds us of the important role queer artists play  
in immortalizing outsiders and outcasts. 

Postcards from London
Director: Alvaro Delgado 
Aparicio
Screenplay: Alvaro Delgado 
Aparicio, Héctor Gálvez
Peru | 2017 | 101:00  
Ayacucho Quechua and Spanish 
with English subtitles

Saturday, May 26, 9:45pm
Venue: TBLB 1

Canadian Premiere

Teddy Newcomer Award for 
Best First Film, 2018 Berlin  
International Film Festival 

Best Peruvian Film, 2017  
Lima Film Festival

Screening Sponsors

 
 
David Vella

Retablo
Retablo o!ers a rare glimpse into the panoramic beauty 
of the indigenous highlands of Peru, in which key  
cultural tradition serves as the turning point for one 
father and son’s relationship. 

Newcomer Junior Bejar shines in his portrayal of Seguno 
Paucar, a young boy learning the craft of artisanal 
Peruvian story boxes (retablos) under the watchful eye  
of his father Noé (Amiel Cayo). Although the background  
of their life is full of beauty – spectacular mountain views,  
vibrant towns and colourful festivals – the local culture 
can be extraordinarily unforgiving. Segundo reveres his 
father but struggles with wanting to follow in his 
footsteps.

Director Alvaro Delgado Aparicio captures the breath-
taking scenery and Andean culture with real verve,  
but the heartbreaking and unpredictable story itself –  
of love and loyalty, intolerance and injustice – is what 
makes Retablo so unforgettable. 
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Premieres Premieres

Director: Crystal Moselle
Screenplay: Crystal Moselle, 
Jen Silverman, Aslihan Unaldi
USA | 2018 | 100:00 

Friday, May 25, 9:30pm
Venue: TBLB 2

International Premiere

O#cial Selection, 2018  
Sundance Film Festival

Skate Kitchen 
It’s 2018 and never a more "tting time for a "lm that  
has been masterfully adapted from a popular Instagram 
account.  

Camille lives on Long Island and spends most of her 
days skateboarding alone. After a serious injury, 
Camille’s single mother "nds her daughter’s hobby too 
dangerous and forces her to quit. But the pull is  
too strong. After discovering the young women of “The 
Skate Kitchen” on Instagram, Camille heads to New 
York City, board in hand. She is quickly adopted by the 
group and, before she knows it, she is living her  
dream skating and partying with her very own crew. 
But Camille comes to understand the complexities  
of the group dynamic when she befriends a boy from  
a rival group of skaters.

Skate Kitchen is an authentic take on one young woman’s  
road to self-discovery as she learns the importance of 
female friendship and doing what you love.  

Director: Colin Minihan
Canada | 2018 | 98:00

Saturday, June 2, 9:30pm
Venue: TBLB 2

O#cial Selection, 2018  
SXSW Film Festival

What Keeps You Alive
We all know that couple who "ght, even when they’re 
away on vacation. The lesbian twosome at the centre of  
What Keeps You Alive aren’t typically the feuding type, 
but one weekend sees them in the biggest brawl  
of their relationship. And the stakes couldn’t be higher.

On the eve of their one-year wedding anniversary, 
Jules (Brittany Allen) and Jackie (Hannah Emily 
Anderson) become embroiled in a merciless battle 
when they "nd themselves pitted against the most 
unexpected of adversaries: each other. As violence 
rains down upon their idyllic forest getaway, the 
women engage in vicious psychological warfare that 
will test the limits of their instinct to survive.

What Keeps You Alive is a Canadian horror "lm that 
asks the question, “What would you do if the person 
you trust the most turns on you?”





Icons
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Bixa Travesty
Meet Brazilian musician Linn da Quebrada, devoted 
black and trans activist, a self-described gender 
terrorist and a "erce performer. In Bixa Travesty she 
bursts onto the screen in all her righteous glory. 

Emerging from the favelas of São Paolo, Quebrada is a 
startlingly original voice who, along with her friend and 
collaborator, Jup do Bairro, smash gender assumptions 
and racism with their electrifying live performances. In  
a series of frank interviews, Quebrada speaks candidly 
about her experiences as a black trans woman and 
about her steadfast commitment to self-love. But 
Quebrada’s vulnerable side is also revealed through 
intimate archival footage, including home movies  
that document her recovery from cancer. 

Quebrada’s love for her body is especially vital in a 
society that doesn’t value black or trans bodies.  
She is bold, con"dent, and here to stay. The message 
in Bixa Travesty is one we all need to hear.

Directors: Kiko Goifman,  
Claudia Priscilla
Brazil | 2018 | 75:00  
Portuguese with English  
subtitles

Friday, June 1, 7:15pm
Venue: TBLB 2

Canadian Premiere

Screening Sponsors 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kimahli Powell

Director: James Crump 
USA | 2017 | 95:00

Sunday, May 27, 4:15pm
Venue: TBLB 2

Canadian Premiere

Grand Jury Prize, 2017  
DOC NYC  

You may not know the name Antonio Lopez but you 
have probably seen his distinctive line drawings  
in fashion magazines such as Vogue and Elle. Antonio 
Lopez 1970: Sex Fashion & Disco brings to life the 
colourful world of New York and Paris in the 1960s  
and ‘70s.

With collaborator Juan Eugene Ramos, Antonio Lopez 
created ultra-chic fashion illustrations and helped 
launch the careers of now-iconic women, Grace Jones 
and Jerry Hall included. Moving through the decadent 
world of music and fashion, the "lm immerses us in 
stunning archival footage and interviews with Lopez’s 
closest friends and muses, Jessica Lange, Pat Cleveland 
and Karl Lagerfeld among them.

Antonio Lopez 1970 radiates joy and inspiration, 
granting us rare access into an exciting time of art, 
beauty, sexual freedom and total excess. 

Antonio Lopez 1970: Sex Fashion & Disco
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Director: Ti!any Bartok
USA | 2017 | 102:00

Saturday, June 2, 4:15pm
Venue: TBLB 1

Screening Sponsors

 
Adam Morrison and  
James Owen

Director: Je! Kaufman%
USA | 2018 | 90:00

Saturday, May 26, 2:00pm
Venue: TBLB 1

International Premiere

O#cial Selection, 2018 Tribeca 
Film Festival

Screening Sponsor

 
Paul Butler and Chris Black

Every Act of Life
Every Act of Life pro"les world-renowned playwright 
Terrence McNally’s groundbreaking career in theatre 
and "lm. 

McNally’s resumé%includes Kiss of the Spider Woman, 
Master Class and The Full Monty, to name a few,  
and Every Act of Life chronicles these career triumphs 
along with professional and personal lows. Whether 
winning Tony awards, battling addiction, falling in love, 
or "ghting for LGBTQ rights, McNally’s life story  
shows us the powerful e!ect that the arts, and artists 
like him, can have on the world.  

Featuring Meryl Streep, Angela Lansbury, F. Murray 
Abraham, Larry Kramer, Nathan Lane, Audra McDonald,  
Stanley Tucci, Billy Porter, Christine Baranski and  
many more, this is a must-see for theatre lovers and 
newbies alike. 

Cindy Crawford, Christy Turlington and Naomi 
Campbell are household names. But do you know who 
made these women look and feel glamourous? Larger 
Than Life introduces the gay man behind the beauty.   

Born in a small Louisiana town, Kevyn Aucoin  
dreamed big and found his way to New York City. A 
pioneering makeup artist, Aucoin was renowned in  
the fashion world for his innovative and trendsetting 
ideas. Throughout his career, he worked with some  
of the biggest names in fashion and entertainment,  
but his rise to the top came at a cost. 

Over$owing with stunning images of Aucoin’s work, 
Larger Than Life also features intimate interviews  
with Kevyn’s family, friends, lovers, and superstar clients  
such as Cher, Cindy Crawford, Naomi Campbell  
and more.  

Larger Than Life: The Kevyn Aucoin Story
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Director: Donna Zaccaro 
USA | 2017 | 63:00

Thursday, May 31, 5:00pm
Venue: TBLB 2

Canadian Premiere

Rating: PG

Screening Sponsor

Using Edie Windsor’s case as the catalyst, this rousing 
documentary takes a closer look at the metamorphosis 
of marriage equality in America.  

The great love story of Edith Windsor and Thea Spyer 
"rst captivated audiences in the documentary Edie  
& Thea: A Very Long Engagement, a recounting of the 
couple’s long journey toward their 2007 wedding  
right here in Toronto. Their story, however, was far 
from over. When Thea passed away in 2009, Edie  
was faced with a monstrous estate tax bill, the federal 
government "rmly denying bene"ts to same-sex 
couples. And so began the "ght. 

Like the diamond brooches Edie and Thea wore as a 
secret symbol of their love, To a More Perfect Union 
encapsulates full-circle moments of LGBTQ civil rights 
history and will leave audiences feeling inspired to 
keep on "ghting.

To a More Perfect Union: U.S. v Windsor
Directors: Mika Gustafson, 
Olivia Kastebring, Christina 
Tsiobanelis
Sweden | 2017 | 90:00

Saturday, May 26, 2:30pm
Venue: TBLB 2

Canadian Premiere

Rating: 14A

Screening Sponsor

Remember that rumour from way back when about 
Lady Sovereign and Katy Perry hooking up? Well, 
imagine it was real and that they fell in love and took 
over the world together. A Swedish version of this 
actually happened, and Silvana gives us an all-access 
pass as the story unfolds. 

Silvana opens at the beginning of self-proclaimed 
lesbian, feminist, anti-racist, punk rapper Silvana’s 
career and reveals an artist who has the whole world 
ahead of her. As the "lm charts her rise to fame, it  
also follows her romance with popstar Beatrice Eli from  
swoon-worthy beginnings to what would become 
music world domination, one feminist lesbian anthem 
at a time. As Silvana draws more and more attention, 
the pressure mounts, and she must work to keep her 
career and relationship a$oat. 

Part love story and part rousing call to action,  
Silvana is unequalled. You couldn’t script a better 
musical romance if you tried.  

Silvana



Proud design partner and sponsor of Inside Out.
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Director: Laura Marie Wayne
Canada | 2018 | 76:00

Friday, May 25, 5:00pm
Venue: TBLB 2

O#cial Selection, 2018 Hot 
Docs Canadian International 
Documentary Festival

Rating: 14A

Screening Sponsors

 
 
Marcus Law

Love, Scott
How do you "nd meaning, hope and love after becoming  
victim to a crime that forever changes the course of 
your life? Laura Marie Wayne’s directorial debut, Love, 
Scott poetically explores this question and more.

Love, Scott follows the life of Wayne’s friend, openly 
gay musician Scott Jones, three years after he was  
the victim of an attack outside of a club in Pictou County,  
Nova Scotia. Now paralyzed from the waist down, 
Jones’s curiosity, charm and sense of humour remain 
intact, as do the family and community that surround 
him. While this documentary addresses small-town 
homophobia and the failings of the justice system (the 
assailant was never charged with a hate crime), Jones’s 
incredible resilience is very much the heart of the "lm. 

Using old family photos and moving music that  
includes a soundtrack by Sigur Rós, Wayne creates  
a tender tribute not only to her dear friend, but to  
the human spirit.

Director: Sarah Fodey
Canada | 2018 | 93:00

Friday, June 1, 4:45pm 
Venue: TBLB 2

World Premiere

Screening Sponsor

The Fruit Machine
Some softened by age and sadness, others loud and 
angry, the voices of the survivors of Canada’s public 
service and military homosexual purge are now united 
and determined. 

After the Second World War, Canada, and much of the  
Western world, became preoccupied with national 
security. Against the backdrop of Cold War paranoia, 
Canada began investigating federal employees  
who might be susceptible to blackmail by Soviet spies. 
Homosexuality, along with drunkenness and adultery, 
was considered a “character weakness” and became 
grounds for surveillance and interrogation by the  
Royal Canadian Mounted Police under the directive  
of the newly established Security Panel. Over the  
course of four decades, thousands of men and women 
had their privacy invaded and their careers ruined. 

The despair born in those pop-up interrogation rooms 
has long-paralyzed these public servants and military 
members. The Fruit Machine is their "lm, a story of 
hope and of a country’s struggle to do the right thing.%



68

Spotlight on Canada Spotlight on Canada

69

Octavio is Dead!
Things are not quite what they seem in Octavio is Dead!,  
a moody and sexually charged supernatural tale from 
multitalented director Sook-Yin Lee.

Tyler (Alias Grace’s mesmerizing Sarah Gadon) is  
unemployed and unsettled after learning that  
her father, a man she’s never met, has died and left her 
everything, including an apartment cluttered with the 
detritus of a complicated life. Her mother Joan, played 
by the legendary Rosanna Arquette, doesn’t even  
want to talk about it. Impulsively deciding to explore 
her father’s stomping grounds before the apartment  
is sold, Tyler’s curiosity about her father slowly evolves 
into a sensual exploration of her own identity and desires.

With incredible performances from an excellent cast 
that includes hunky newcomer Dimitris Kitsos,  
Lee has produced the seemingly impossible: a sexy 
and thoughtful queer "lm that appeals to women  
and men and to those who like their gender bent.

Director: Sook-Yin Lee
Screenplay: Sook-Yin Lee
Canada | 2018 | 88:00

Saturday, June 2, 9:15pm
Venue: TBLB 1

World Premiere 
Director in attendance

Screening Sponsor

Director: Drew Lint
Screenplay: Drew Lint
Canada/Germany | 2018 | 81:00 
English, French and German 
with English subtitles

Wednesday, May 30, 9:15pm
Venue: TBLB 2

Canadian Premiere
Director in attendance

Screening Sponsor

M/M
Matthew is a young Montrealer who has recently 
moved to Berlin. He longs to make a fresh start  
but living in a strange new city leaves him feeling 
isolated and withdrawn. 

Things begin to change, however, when he meets 
Matthias. Charismatic, striking and sexy, Matthias  
is everything%Matthew wants to be, and soon Matthew’s  
interest escalates from infatuation to obsession.  
He shaves his head, buys look-alike clothes and stalks 
Matthias through the streets of Berlin. After a  
motorbike accident lands Matthias in intensive care,  
Matthew seizes the opportunity to assume Matthias’ 
identity. In a bid for dominance, their shared power 
struggle careens between brutal passion and violence.

Set amid the stark buildings and techno clubs of Berlin, 
this debut feature from former Torontonian, Drew Lint, 
is a compelling and visually stylish thriller where the 
line between dreams and reality is constantly blurred. 
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Pre-Drink

Lions in Waiting

Lions in Waiting
Director: Jason Karman

Canada | 2017 | 18:00

The newest member of a 
minor league hockey team 
"ghts for ice time after 
being hazed, and ultimately 
"nds the courage to be 
comfortable in his own skin.

Iris
Director: Gabrielle Demers
Canada | 2017 | 10:00

French with English subtitles

As the storm outside rages, 
a special lust for Laura 
grows inside Emanuelle.

Silvia in the 
Waves
Director: Giovana Olmos
Canada | 2017 | 13:00

French with English subtitles

Through mourning, a  
family is "nally able to truly 
know Silvia.

Exhumation
Director: Daniel McIntyre

Canada | 2018 | 8:00

Peeling back the shrouded 
image,%Exhumation"is a "lm 
that reanimates lost desire.

Charlie
Director: Lesley Johnson

Canada | 2017 | 8:00

Two high school girls 
navigate the blurred  
lines between friendship  
and love.

Everything Must 
Go, My Love
Director: Jocelyn Roy

Canada | 2017 | 10:00

A young intellectual and his 
boyfriend witness the 
destruction of the neighbour- 
hood movie theatre where 
they fell in love.

Pre-Drink
Director: Marc-Antoine Lemire
Canada | 2017 | 23:00

French with English subtitles

Longtime best friends, Alexe 
and Carl resolve to take their 
relationship to a new level 
where they have sex for the 
"rst time.

Stories We Tell Screening Sponsor

Monday, May 28, 5:00pm
Venue: TBLB 3

Total program runtime: 90:00

Stories We Tell 
A celebration of #Canqueer excellence, this  
program captures the compelling diversity of  
our homegrown talent. 

Queen of Hearts

Cherry Cola

Cherry Cola
Director: Joseph Amenta 
Canada | 2017 | 16:00

Two drag queens move 
through the city on a night 
of debauchery, insight,  
and revenge.

The Morning 
After
Director: Tricia Hagoriles
Canada | 2018 | 19:00

Two women, in the middle  
of their own life crises,  
try to "nd physical respite 
together, only to have an 
emotional one-night stand.

Vertical Lines
Director: Kyle Reaume 
Canada | 2018 | 15:00

Dave and Andrew reach a 
deeper level of closeness 
when they share personal 
self-harm experience. 

Queen of Hearts
Directors: Lindsey Addawoo, 
Kyisha Williams
Canada | 2018 | 16:00 

A powerful young queen 
struggles to navigate 
supernatural abilities that 
are tied to her emotions 
when tragedy strikes those 
closest to her.

We Forgot to 
Break Up
Director: Chandler Levack
Canada | 2017 | 16:00

After a few years absence, 
Evan unexpectedly returns 
one night to face his now- 
famous former bandmates. 

Prose
Director: Shawn Bracke
Canada | 2017 | 4:00

The power of in$uence  
and the destruction of 
intelligence are portrayed 
through dance.  

Stripped
Director: Jevon Boreland
Canada | 2018 | 10:00

Go behind the scenes with 
Mz. Lady Ice as she reveals 
the struggles and triumphs 
that come with being a 
female exotic dancer. 

Local Heroes Screening Sponsors

Followed by Local Heroes 
party. See page 137 for 
details.

Thursday, May 31, 6:45pm
Venue: TBLB 1

Total program runtime: 96:00

Local Heroes 
From familiar faces to fresh meat, this is our  
annual collection of some of the best this great  
city has to o!er. 



International
Showcase



74

International Showcase International Showcase

75

Director: Mikko Makela
Screenplay: Mikko Makela
Finland | 2017 | 108:00 
English and Finnish with  
English subtitles

Sunday, June 3, 4:45pm
Venue: TBLB 1

Canadian Premiere 
Director in attendance

O#cial Selection, 2017 BFI 
London Film Festival

Screening Sponsor

Director: Shaz Bennett 
Sceenplay: Shaz Bennett
USA | 2017 | 89:00

Sunday, May 27, 2:15pm
Venue: TBLB 1

Canadian Premiere  
Guests in attendance

Rating: 14A

Screening Sponsors

Alaska is a Drag
Can drag and boxing meet head on? Set amid the vast, 
pastel skies of the North, Alaska is a Drag digs deeper 
into breaking down this hard-hitting query.

After being discovered and recruited by a boxing coach,  
outsider Leo (Martin L. Washington Jr.) sees an 
opportunity to break free from the small-town burden 
of "sh canning and getting beaten up by bullies – not 
to mention the potential of impressing the cute new boy  
in town, Declan (Matt Dallas). With the help of his 
resilient sister Tristen (YouTube star Maya Washington),  
Leo sets out to pack a good punch, keeping sight of  
his real dream: drag superstardom.%

Shaz Bennett’s charismatic feature debut o!ers  
a joyful blend of friendship, liberty and drag  
extravagance imbued with the spirit of "ghting, 
perseverance and the will to survive.%

While Finland is known for its relaxing saunas, a 
heated stay at a summer cottage ignites an  
a!air between two men, in Mikki Makela’s steamy  
and intimate debut feature.

Leevi revisits his hometown in Finland to help renovate 
the family’s lake house. He is accompanied by Tareq,  
a lonesome Syrian refugee who is employed by Leevi’s 
father. By way of handy labour and broken language, 
Leevi and Tareq’s a!ections begin to grow. When Leevi’s  
father is called away on business, the young men’s 
connection deepens and they discover a shared need 
to distance themselves from their families in order  
to live openly. 

Capturing the stunning, sun-kissed beauty of the 
Finnish countryside, A Moment in the Reeds is a tender 
romance that also delves into the challenges that LGBT 
refugees face when adapting to life in a new country.

A Moment in the Reeds 
(Tämä hetki kaislikossa)
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Director: Carlos Marques-
Marcet 
Screenplay: Carlos Marques-
Marcet, Jules Nurrish
Spain/UK | 2017 | 111:00  
English and Spanish with  
English subtitles

Monday, May 28, 9:30pm
Venue: TBLB 2

O#cial Selection, 2018 SXSW 
Film Festival

Screening Sponsor

Anchor and Hope
Eva (Oona Chaplin) and Kat (Natalia Tena) live a humble,  
carefree life aboard their London canal houseboat,  
just as Kat had always envisioned. But after the death 
of their beloved pet cat, Eva realizes she wants more: 
she wants to start a family.  

Kat is apprehensive about such a huge change, but 
when her best friend, Roger, drops in from Barcelona 
to party with the ladies, the trio drunkenly toys  
around with the idea of making a baby together. Forced  
into a corner, Kat succumbs to the plan and, before 
she knows it, she’s on a path to full-blown adulthood. 

As Eva enjoys her pregnancy and Roger fantasizes 
about his new role, Kat begins to feel further and 
further away from both Eva and Roger and the life  
that she wanted. Can her relationship with Kat  
survive their feuding to become a realized dream?  

Director: PJ Raval
USA | 2018 | 93:00 
English and Tagalog with  
English subtitles

Saturday, June 2, 4:45pm
Venue: TBLB 2

O#cial Selection, 2018 Tribeca 
Film Festival 

Screening Sponsor

Call Her Ganda 
“My life has value,” Julita Laude proudly states, 
quoting her beloved daughter, Jennifer. In documenting  
Jennifer Laude’s life, Call Her Ganda magni"es  
that value in the face of transphobia and postcolonial 
dissent.

In 2014, Jennifer Laude was murdered by an American 
marine. This senseless crime revealed the day-to- 
day dangers that trans women face in the Philippines, 
compounded by American imperialism. The Visiting 
Forces Agreement made prosecution of her killer 
di#cult. Three women – trans activist and journalist 
Meredith Talusan, lawyer Virgie Suarez, and  
Jennifer’s mother Julita – search for answers while 
"ghting and seeking justice for Jennifer.  

Festival favourite PJ Raval (Before You Know It), 
provides heartbreaking insight into one woman  
behind the tragic statistics.  
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Working closely with director Nicolas Videla to create 
an authentic and highly entertaining script, Manuela 
Guevara shines as a trans immigrant living through her 
"nal days in France before returning to her native Chile.

Piloting the occasionally hostile Parisian streets, dancing  
through tra#c, or ruminating on the necessity  
of mascara or the travails of sex, Manu is a genuine 
eccentric. Dressed in a fur coat and sunglasses,  
and with a whole lot of sass, she navigates former and 
potential lovers with grace and wisdom beyond  
her years. 

It is Guevara’s performance, underlined by the "lm’s 
impressive understanding of the human condition,  
that makes The Devil’s Magni#cent so fresh. Even in  
the "lm’s darkest moments, Manu sparkles.

The Devil’s Magni"cent  
(El diablo es magní"co) Director: Nicolas Videla

Screenplay: Manuela Guevara, 
Nicolas Videla
Chile/France | 2016 | 69:00 
English, Spanish and French 
with English subtitles

Saturday, May 26, 9:30pm
Venue: TBLB 2

Canadian Premiere

Screening Sponsor

Director: Amara Cash
Screenplay: Alex Bloom
USA | 2018 | 88:00

Wednesday, May 30, 9:30pm
Venue: TBLB 3

Canadian Premiere

Daddy Issues
Daddy Issues follows talented queer artist Maya,  
a young woman on the verge of a "rst love that is  
more complicated than anything she could imagine.

Maya spends her days escaping into her drawings  
and social media, where she cyberstalks the enigmatic 
Jasmine. Jasmine is an aspiring designer in an  
emotionally charged, co-dependent relationship with 
neurotic sugar daddy, Simon. When Maya and  
Jasmine’s paths "nally cross, the two embark on a 
romantic relationship that provides Maya her dream  
of "rst love and Jasmine the inspiration she needs  
to jumpstart her career. A bizarre love triangle soon 
emerges, however, and we learn that Maya and  
Simon have more in common than merely their love  
for Jasmine. 

A dark romance with a tender heart, Daddy Issues 
announces the arrival of Amara Cash, an exciting new 
talent imbued with vision, style, and a twisted sense  
of humor. 
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Director: Joanne Mony Park 
Screenplay: Joanne Mony Park
USA | 2018 | 82:00 
English, Korean and Spanish 
with English subtitles 

Sunday, May 27, 4:45pm
Venue: TBLB 1

Canadian Premiere 
Director in attendance

O#cial Selection, 2018  
Slamdance Film Festival

Screening Sponsor

Fish Bones
Family obligations, personal ambition and budding 
queer desires collide in Joanne Mony Park’s dreamy 
and sensual debut feature "lm.

Hana (Joony Kim) is stuck between two worlds. She 
tends to her ailing mother and helps her brother at  
the family restaurant, but she also wants to focus on 
her modelling career. Her priorities are challenged 
even further when she meets and falls for Nico (Cris 
Gris). Straddling emotions, family, and career  
expectations, Hana must decide what is truly best  
for her future.  

Rich with gorgeous imagery, a dreamy soundtrack, and 
an inventive nonlinear structure, Fish Bones heralds the 
arrival of a talented new voice. 

Director: Sridhar Rangayan
Screenplay: Saagar Gupta, 
Sridhar Rangayan
India | 2018 | 102:00 
Hindi with English subtitles

Saturday, June 2, 2:00pm
Venue: TBLB 2

Canadian Premiere  
Guests in attendance

Screening Sponsors

Shalabh Kayastha

Kartik is a photographer living a contented life with  
his boyfriend in Mumbai, far from the prying eyes of 
his religious family. 

Upon returning to his conservative hometown in South 
India, he is shocked to discover that his overbearing 
father has arranged to marry him o! to a childhood 
friend, Neela. Feeling tremendous pressure from  
his family, Kartik impulsively comes out to his mother, 
the only person who has ever really attempted to 
understand him. His decision presents serious rami"-
cations that could not only destroy his relationship 
with his parents, but also threaten his safety and 
well-being.

Evening Shadows is a tender and heartwarming story 
about familial bonds, providing vital insight into LGBT 
people in India and the struggles they face in order to 
be accepted, even within their own families.

Evening Shadows (Surmaee Shaam)
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Director: Sophie Dros  
Netherlands | 2017 | 67:00 
Dutch with English subtitles

Tuesday, May 29, 5:00pm
Venue: TBLB 3

Canadian Premiere

Genderbende is a one-of-a-kind documentary that 
holds space for people who don’t "t the gender binary, 
allowing them to talk freely about their everyday lives. 

The "lm pro"les "ve young people in the Netherlands 
who identify as non-binary or genderqueer. They 
discuss important issues in their lives such as which 
bathroom to use, whether to take hormones, and  
how to accurately re$ect their identity on dating apps 
where male or female are the only gender options.  
We witness their daily struggles as these young people 
are constantly besieged by curious strangers.

Recent arguments about pronouns have brought to the 
world’s attention that not everyone identi"es as male  
or female. But much mainstream coverage ignores the 
humanity of the people in question. Genderbende 
pushes against that trend by revealing the human faces 
and ordinary lives behind these debates.

Genderbende
Directors: Richard Garcia,  
Raúl Portero
Screenplay:  Richard García, 
Raúl Portero
Spain | 2018 | 70:00   
English, Icelandic and Spanish 
with English subtitles

Friday, May 25, 7:15pm
Venue: TBLB 2

North American Premiere

Screening Sponsors

William and Gary Klein

After his breakup with Bruno, Norberto decides to leave 
everything behind and disappear to Iceland. Bruno, 
however, won’t give up on their relationship and he 
travels to Reykjavik on a mission to "nd his ex. 

Following his arrival, Bruno meets Arnau, a fellow 
Spaniard who is working as a tour guide. The pair set 
o! on a journey that will take them around the country 
and ultimately to the remote island of Grimsey. 

The stark beauty and desolate isolation of the Icelandic 
landscape provide the perfect backdrop for the  
quiet contemplation that is at the heart of Garcia  
and Portero’s emotionally a!ecting "lm.

Grimsey
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Director: John Cameron 
Mitchell
Screenplay: Philippa Goslett, 
John Cameron Mitchell
UK/USA | 2017 | 102:00

Friday, June 1, 7:00pm
Venue: TBLB 1

Toronto Premiere

O#cial Selection, 2017 Cannes 
Film Festival

Hedwig and the Angry Inch director John Cameron 
Mitchell returns with a shape-shifting, mind-blowing 
adaptation of Neil Gaiman’s short story, charting the 
impact of punk on an unsuspecting Britain. 

Set in the London suburb of Croydon during the Silver 
Jubilee year of 1977, fanzine editor Enn meets Zan,  
a mesmerizing member of an alien cult who has taken 
human form to complete a mission on planet Earth. It’s 
love at "rst stare, and soon Enn and Zan are embarking 
on a misadventure to learn the basics of punk and how 
to succeed in anarchy without really trying. 

Featuring Academy Award winner Nicole Kidman in a 
massively enjoyable role as Boadicea the punk queen, 
How to Talk to Girls at Parties makes for a perfect alien/ 
punk mashup as these kids lust for life and search for 
the origins of love.

How to Talk to Girls at Parties
Director: Jenna Laurenzo
Screenplay:  Jenna Laurenzo
USA | 2018 | 89:00

Thursday, May 31, 7:00pm
Venue: TBLB 2

International Premiere 
Guests in attendance

Lez Bomb
Lez Bomb is an endlessly entertaining new comedy 
about a young woman who is trying to come out  
to a family who won’t let her get a word in edgewise. 

Lauren (writer/director Jenna Laurenzo) decides to take  
the plunge and come out to her family at Thanksgiving 
dinner. But when her roommate Austin (Brandon Michael  
Hall) shows up, the family assumes he is her boyfriend 
and what follows is a downward spiral into madness. As  
more and more family members arrive it seems less 
and less likely that Lauren will "nd her voice. Will she 
ever be able to come out to her parents? Will her 
brother stop hitting on her girlfriend? Will her uncle 
burn down the house with his secret pot smoking? 
When it comes to a family gathering, anything is possible.   

Featuring a supporting cast the includes Cloris 
Leachman, Bruce Dern, Steve Guttenberg,  
Kevin Pollack, Elaine Hendrix and so many more, Lez 
Bomb is a welcome addition to the coming out genre. 
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Director: T Cooper
USA | 2018 | 93:00

Saturday, May 26, 12:00pm
Venue: TBLB 2

Canadian Premiere 
Director in attendance

Screening Sponsor

Man Made
More than your average competition documentary, 
Man Made takes us into the heart of transgender  
male culture, revealing unexpected truths about 
masculinity, humanity and love. 

Man Made follows four men who are training for  
Trans Fit Con, the only all-transgender bodybuilding  
competition in the world. The strength on display, 
however, transcends the physical: Rese is a young 
father struggling with periods of homelessness; 
Dominic seeks out his family of origin; Kennie admits  
to himself and to his loved ones who he is for the "rst 
time, and Mason, a loving husband who struggles  
with mental illness, works continuously to be the man 
he’s always wanted to be, inside and out. 

As we follow these subjects’ emotional and physical 
journeys, we learn that for each one of them competing 
is not about winning – it’s about being seen.

Director: Marcel Gisler
Switzerland | 2018 | 119:00 
German with English subtitles

Saturday, May 26, 6:45pm 
Venue: TBLB 2

Canadian Premiere

O#cial Selection, 2018 BFI 
Flare: London LGBT Film 
Festival

Screening Sponsors

Jim Lawrence and David Salak

Mario 
For every Gus Kenworthy coming out story, far more 
closeted athletes struggle between living an authentic 
life or remaining closeted for the sake of succeeding  
in professional sport.

Enter Mario, star player and captain of his football team.  
Mario’s sights are set on being promoted to the  
main squad, but his game is thrown o! course when 
handsome new striker Leon joins the team. With  
what initially feels like a budding coming-of-age locker 
room romance, Mario comes out of left "eld in  
this poignant, timely story that focuses instead on the 
claustrophobic panic felt among LGBTQ players  
who are pressured to hide their sexuality.

Winner of two Swiss "lm awards, Mario taps into a 
professional athlete’s constant fear of being exposed  
in a setting he fervently loves.
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Director: Limor Shmila
Screenplay: Limor Shmila
Israel | 2017 | 74:00

Thursday, May 31, 9:30pm
Venue: TBLB 2

Director in attendance

O#cial Selection, 2017 Toronto 
International Film Festival

Screening Sponsors

Jo-Ann Chiam and  
Janet Koecher

Montana
In Limor Shmila’s empowering debut feature, one 
young woman learns that in order to let go of her past, 
the only way forward is through. 

Following the death of her grandfather, E" returns  
to her hometown for the "rst time in years. The visit 
results in a chance meeting with Karen, a married 
friend of the family, that soon blossoms into romance. 
With the good comes the bad, as being home also 
forces E" to confront the childhood secrets she once 
ran from. When she discovers that these secrets  
also a!ect Karen’s family, E" must be willing to put  
her own happiness aside and do what is right. 

With a standout performance from Noa Biron and 
beautiful direction from Shmila, Montana shines  
a spotlight on women to watch out for, both in front  
of and behind the camera.  

Director: Ayse Toprak
Turkey/France/Germany  

2018 | 84:00  
Arabic with English subtitles

Sunday, May 27, 12:00pm
Venue: TBLB 1

Canadian Premiere

Screening Sponsor

Mr. Gay Syria
Mr. Gay Syria follows two Syrian refugees trying to 
rebuild their lives and create the largest platform 
possible to shed light on the refugee crisis and how it 
e!ects the LGBTQ community. 

Husein is a barber in Istanbul living a double life 
between his conservative family and his gay identity.  
Mahmoud is the founder of Syria’s LGBTQ movement 
and is a refugee in Berlin. What brings them together  
is a dream: to participate in an international beauty 
pageant as an escape from their trapped lives and an 
answer to their invisibility. Will the dream come true  
or will the refugee crisis and harsh consequences  
of being gay in the Muslim world shatter it to pieces?

With roadblocks at every corner, we witness the 
struggle for one gay Syrian vying for the title of  
Mr. Gay World in order to live freely. 
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When soft-spoken "lm director Géraud Champreux 
(Johnny Rasse) arrives on France’s picturesque 
Normandy coast for screenings of his latest arthouse 
movie, there’s nobody there to greet him. But he 
somehow manages to attract a motley crew of locals 
who bring their own drama along on his little tour.

Rasse turns in a virtuoso performance, remaining 
composed even when the handsome star of  
Géraud’s own "lm arrives on the scene. The rest of  
the cast, including Mickaël Pelissier as a horny  
young projectionist and Nathalie Richard as a lovelorn 
cineaste, bring real humanity, as well as eccentricity, 
to their roles.

My Life with James Dean is a quirky comedy that not 
only celebrates the joy of cinema, but also serves as  
an ode to small-town life – a world where everybody’s 
into everyone else’s business and nobody takes any  
of it too seriously.

My Life with James Dean  
(Ma vie avec James Dean) Director: Dominique Choisy

Screenplay: Dominique Choisy
France | 2017 | 108:00 
French with English subtitles

Tuesday, May 29, 6:45pm
Venue: TBLB 2

Canadian Premiere

Screening Sponsor

 
Larry Hughsam

Director: Jules Rosskam 
USA | 2018 | 82:00

Sunday, June 3, 12:00pm
Venue: TBLB 1

Canadian Premiere 
Director in attendance

Paternal Rites
Some actions can never be forgiven, while other 
inactions are equally unforgivable. Paternal Rites,  
a searing, personal experimental "lm by "lmmaker 
Jules Rosskam, sensitively examines how histories  
of abuse can haunt a family long after the perpetrator 
has died.

In 1974, Rosskam’s parents set out on a four-month 
cross-country road trip. In 2013, Rosskam and his 
partner Alex retraced this trip in an e!ort to understand  
the complex dynamics of Jules’ dysfunctional family. 
Footage from the trip is interspersed with home movies,  
animation, and audio from interviews with Rosskam’s 
parents and his partner. Throughout these startlingly 
intimate dialogues, Jules attempts to reconnect with 
his parents. 

Paternal Rites is a thoughtful, nuanced examination  
of the aftermath of abuse. 
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Director: Anahita Ghazvinizadeh
USA/Qatar | 2017 | 80:00  

Wednesday, May 30, 5:00pm 
Venue: TBLB 3

O#cial Selection, 2017 Cannes 
Film Festival

Sometimes the decisions we make when we are young 
are meaningless and will have no e!ect on our lives as 
adults. But sometimes these decisions mean everything.  
They is a groundbreaking "lm that takes a penetrating 
look at one teenager who is at a very signi"cant fork in 
the road. 

Fourteen-year-old J (Rhys Fehrenbacher) lives in the 
suburbs of Chicago with their parents. They have  
been taking hormone blockers to postpone puberty, 
but after two years of medication and therapy  
they must decide whether or not to move forward with 
their transition. One crucial weekend, J’s sister  
Lauren (Nicole Co#neau) and her partner Araz (Koohyar  
Hosseini) arrive to look after them and, in the  
process, help and hinder as J prepares for a life- 
changing decision. 

Executive-produced by Jane Campion, Anahita 
Ghazvinizadeh’s feature debut is a beautiful  
and intimate examination of one young person’s  
path to living authentically. 

They
Director: Michelle Memran
USA | 2018 | 79:00

Sunday, May 27, 2:00pm
Venue: TBLB 2

A chance encounter between two creative women 
results in a fruitful collaboration. The Rest I Make Up  
is a fascinating "lm about a unique playwright and  
the disease that threatens to silence her. 

Cuban-American experimental playwright Maria Irene 
Fornes has in$uenced many contemporary play-
wrights, including Edward Albee and Caryl Churchill, 
yet her own work is not well known. In 2003 she 
stopped writing due to Alzheimer’s, but when she met 
Michelle Memran the two found inspiration in each 
other as Memran began to document Fornes’s life and 
the dementia that had halted her work. From New  
York to Havana, Memran’s camera illustrates Fornes’s 
exuberance in the face of memory loss while  
explaining the important place she holds in American 
theatre history.  

The Rest I Make Up is a loving portrait of a creative 
woman who remains vibrant, funny, and alive in the 
face of disappearing memories. 

The Rest I Make Up (Sneak Preview)



94

International Showcase International Showcase

95

Director: Daryl Wein
Screenplay: Vivian Bang,  
Daryl Wein
USA | 2018 | 71:00

Tuesday, May 29, 9:30pm
Venue: TBLB 2

Canadian Premiere

O#cial Selection, 2018  
Sundance Film Festival

Rating: 14A

Screening Sponsors

White Rabbit stands out as intersectional feminist  
gold in a time where we are encouraged to identify 
and point out social inequalities. 

Sophia (Vivian Bang) is a struggling Korean-American 
performance artist whose work, which she describes  
to her mother as “not art that people can buy,” explores  
racial tensions in Los Angeles. She posts videos and 
performs in pop-up shows for no particular audience, 
while simultaneously juggling her paying job as a 
TaskRabbit. A series of chance encounters brings Sophia  
and photographer Victoria (Nana Ghana) together,  
and the quick arc of their friendship culminates into 
what Sophia believes could be more.

Daryl Wein (Breaking Upwards, Lola Versus) invites us 
to experience what moved him so deeply upon "rst 
discovering Bang and her performance art: we are con-
fronted with the harshness of institutional racism and 
our gut responses to such injustice. 

White Rabbit
Director: Clarisa Navas 
Argentina/Paraguay  

2017 | 96:00

Sunday, May 27, 9:15pm
Venue: TBLB 2

Best Cast, 2017 Buenos Aires 
Festival of Independent Cinema

We celebrate any "lm that features one or two strong 
and nuanced queer female characters, and  
Today Match at 3 features a whole team’s worth.

The Indomitables, a small-town Argentine women’s 
soccer team, have signed up for a severely disorganized  
tournament. The tournament begins late, the  
organizers insist on ridiculous rules, and threatening 
rain clouds gather. As tempers $are, players $irt, and 
political debates ensue, the most threatening element 
of all might just be the drama among the players. 

Today Match at 3 is especially appealing for anyone 
who has ever participated in organized sports.  
But what makes this "lm shine is its naturalistic, fully 
developed portrayal of a diverse collection of  
energetic queer women.   

Today Match at 3 (Hoy partido a las 3)
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ArtscapeVenues.ca

PROUD EVENT SPONSORS OF THE TORONTO LGBT FILM FESTIVAL

Book your event at Artscape 

and support Toronto’s thriving 

arts and culture scene

Director: Irene Lusztig
USA | 2018 | 102:00

Saturday, June 2, 11:45am
Venue: TBLB 2

O#cial Selection, 2018 Berlin 
International Film Festival

Rating: PG

Screening Sponsors

 
 
 
Connie Bonello

Yours in Sisterhood

Between 1972 and 1980, at the height of its popularity, 
Ms. Magazine was being read by women from all  
walks of life, thousands having written letters to the 
publication expressing both gratitude and annoyance  
at the magazine’s take on feminist issues.

Acclaimed documentary "lmmaker, Irene Lusztig, 
collects a sampling of these letters (most of which  
were never published) and captures everyday women 
reading them out loud. This simple concept delivers 
profound results. Although much has changed in  
the past forty years, societal issues – and issues within 
the feminist movement that include racism,  
homophobia and transphobia – still plague the lives  
of women today.

Director Lusztig calls Yours in Sisterhood as much a 
study in “un"nished business” in the work of feminism 
as it is a cinematic love letter to the powerful resolve 
of women whose voices are "nally being heard.



For showtimes visit ti!.net

New Releases at  
TIFF Bell Lightbox

Grace Jones:  
Bloodlight and Bami
Opens June 1

Angels Wear White
Opens July 27

The Gospel  
According to André
Opens May 25

Proud
Heroes

FOR A CHANCE TO HAVE THEM 
FEATURED IN OUR PRIDE ISSUE 
ON JUNE 21    + WIN PRIZES 
FROM OUR PARTNERS! 

Submit a story about your local LGBT hero, 
whether it’s a friend, colleague or celebrity

CALLING ALL 

Story must be 200 words or less. 

PROUD SUPPORTER OF INSIDE OUT LGBT FILM FESTIVAL

Go to nowtoronto.com/lgbtheroes to submit! 

ST
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If 2018 has proven anything, it’s that today’s youth will 
save the world. Whether "nding courage to confess a 
crush, or standing up to one of the largest corporations 
in the world, the brave and fearless young people in 
this program remind us that they can do it all. 

10 Things I Love  
About You

Sleepover  
(Sova över)
Director: Jimi Vall Peterson
Sweden | 2018 | 9:00 
Swedish with English subtitles

After a night at the movies, 
Emil and Adam head home 
for a sleepover. Nothing 
tests unspoken feelings more  
than sharing a double bed 
with your crush.

Jelanii’s Dance
Director: Maggie Carroll

USA | 2017 | 4:00

Jelanii dances because he’s 
able to express how he  
feels without having to say 
anything.

Only What You 
Need to Know 
About Me (Ape-
nas o Que Você 
Precisa Saber 
Sobre Mim)
Director: Maria Augusta  
Vilalaba Nunes
Brazil | 2018 | 15:00 
Portuguese with English  
subtitles

Laura and Fabio meet at a 
skate park and their 
friendship blossoms into 
something deeper. But  
when Laura disappears 
without a word, Fabio tracks 
her down to uncover the 
reason why. 

Do I Have  
Boobs Now?
Directors: Milena Salazar,  
Joella Cabalu

Canada | 2017 | 7:00

In opposition to Instagram’s 
censorship policies, trans 
activist Courtney Demone 
launches the viral campaign 
#DoIHaveBoobsNow,  
in which she posts topless 
photos of her transition on 
social media. 

Violet and June
Director: Linnea Ritland

Canada | 2017 | 7:00

Violet attempts to confess 
her love for her best friend 
June, but it’s never the right 
time. June’s boyfriend is 
always around, June stands 
her up, Violet’s away  
for a month animating bug 
"ghts – but her feelings  
for June keep coming back. 
And back. And back again. 

Do I Have Boobs Now? 

Pop Rox

Only What You Need to Know About Me

Kick the Can (Tarro)

Flash Flood
Director: Alli MacKay
Canada/USA | 2017 | 6:00

In this beautifully animated 
documentary, a $ood 
washes over the planet  
and reveals three unique 
perspectives on gender  
and identity.

Zinzan
Director: Ben Walton

New Zealand | 2017 | 11:00

After his son insists on 
bringing his boyfriend  
to practice, a rugby-mad 
father fears for his son’s 
chances of getting onto the 
national team. 

Pop Rox
Director: Nate Trinrud

USA | 2017 | 12:00

Jesse decides to profess her 
love to her best friend 
Roxanne with a grand 
gesture. What could 
possibly go wrong?

10 Thing I Love About You  
Screening SponsorsKick the  

Can (Tarro)%
Director: Andres Losada
Colombia | 2017 | 5:00 
Spanish with English subtitles

A group of teenagers play  
a friendly game of Kick  
the Can. Two of them hide 
together: one has an idea, 
the other has a secret.

Bathroom Rules
Director: Charlie Hidalgo

Canada | 2017 | 6:00

Charlie’s trip to the 
washroom shows how the 
lack of gender neutral 
bathrooms impacts students’  
academic performance, 
safety, and mental  
and physical health. 

Friday, May 25, 1:00pm
Venue: TBLB 1

Total program runtime: 82:00

Rating: PG

Jelanii’s Dance
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BeardA Drop of Sun Under the Earth

Swimming PoolTalk the Ting

Matter and MannerStripped

Swimming Pool 
Director: Carlos Ruano
Spain | 2017 | 10:00  
Spanish with English subtitles

Two friends decide to go 
swimming at the Scientology  
Centre pool, but "rst they 
must pass a lie detector test. 

Beard 
Director: Christopher Crompton

USA | 2017 | 18:00 

In this tale as old as time, 
Gabe forces his best friend 
Chrissy to masquerade  
as his fake girlfriend – with 
embarrassing results. 

Silverlake  
Afternoon 
Director: Michael Osborne

USA | 2018 | 11:00 

Michael’s "rst encounter 
with another man promises 
to be pretty great but also 
pretty awkward. 

THE SHIT!  
(An Opera) 
Director: Kevin Rios

USA | 2018 | 7:00

After a particularly impres-
sive trip to the bathroom, 
Frankie is inspired to bottom 
for the "rst time.  

Boys on the Side Screening Sponsor

 
Jason Wagar

Fran This  
Summer
Director: Mary Evangelista

USA | 2017 | 10:00 

Teenage lovebirds, sensitive 
Francis and skater Angie, 
spend the summer shacked 
up at home while Fran 
begins their transition.

Stripped 
Director: Jevon Boreland

Canada | 2018 | 10:00 

Go behind the scenes with 
Mz. Lady Ice as she reveals 
the struggles and triumphs 
that come with being a 
female exotic dancer.

BOLD Screening Sponsor

 

Travel bursary generously  
provided by Jill Andrew and 
Aisha Fairclough

Matter and 
Manner
Director: Nigel DeFriez

USA | 2018 | 28:00

Pennsylvania, 1890. A 
prejudiced gentleman and  
a prideful housemaid  
have a gay old time at 
Matter Manor! 

A Drop of Sun 
Under the Earth
Director: Shikeith Cathey

USA | 2017 | 9:00 

In this short experimental 
"lm, a shy black boy turns 
emotional and sexual trauma 
into dreams about love.

Teenage  
Threesome 
(Scheideweg)
Director: Arkadij Khaet
Germany | 2017 | 5:00 
German with English subtitles

A young woman, her crush, 
and her stepbrother  
"gure out if two is company 
or three’s a crowd.

Talk the Ting
Director: Shelby Zoe Coley

USA | 2017 | 44:00

Talk the Ting"follows the 
London-based podcasting 
collective SISTREN, 
rendering an intimate 
portrait of black sisterhood.%

Saturday, May 26, 4:30pm
Venue: TBLB 1

Total program runtime: 79:00

Monday, May 28, 7:15pm
Venue: TBLB 3

Total program runtime: 73:00

Boys on the Side
Beards, besties and breaking new ground.

BOLD
BOLD celebrates voices outside the mainstream.  
This program o!ers a fresh perspective,  
exploring the complexities of the black experience  
in all its diversity, humour, pain and triumph. 
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Undone

She’s Marrying Steve

Post-Apocalyptic  
Potluck
Director: Guinevere Turner

USA | 2017 | 12:00

Three friends gather for a 
potluck just as the world 
falls into apocalyptic ruin.

Fran This  
Summer
Director: Mary Evangelista

USA | 2017 | 10:00 

Teenage lovebirds, sensitive 
Francis and skater Angie, 
spend the summer shacked 
up at home while Fran 
begins their transition.

Wild Geese
Director: Susan Jacobson

UK | 2018 | 18:00 

When Amy catches her 
husband with another man, 
she falls down the stairs and 
wakes up believing that it’s 
1999 and that she and her 
"rst girlfriend are still just a 
couple of 16-year-olds in 
love.  

Forces of Nature Screening Sponsors

 
 
 

Anne-Marie Vanier

Undone
Director: Francesca  
Castelbuono

UK | 2017 | 16:00 

Two straight-identi"ed 
women wake up after 
spending the night together 
and come to terms with how 
they feel about each other, 
and about themselves.

She’s Marrying 
Steve
Director: Erika Kramer

USA | 2017 | 23:00 

A woman is invited to her 
ex-girlfriend’s wedding  
and, despite everyone’s 
disapproval, decides to go. 

Tuesday, May 29, 7:15pm
Venue: TBLB 3

Total Program Runtime: 79:00

The pull of an ex, a fall down the stairs, the  
apocalypse – we can’t compete with the forces  
of nature.   

Forces of Nature

Fran This Summer

For Nonna Anna

The Morning After

Outlines

The Morning 
After
Director: Lauren Minnerath

USA | 2018 | 14:00

A young woman introduces 
her African-American 
girlfriend to her conservative  
father on the morning  
after the 2016 election.

Life After
Director: Ria Tobaccowala

USA | 2017 | 13:00

While packing up her 
daughter’s apartment, a 
single mother discovers  
how little she knew about 
her only child’s life.  

For Nonna Anna
Director: Luis De Filippis

Canada | 2017 | 14:00

As a young trans woman 
cares for her Italian 
grandmother, she discovers 
a tender bond in their shared 
vulnerability.

Masks
Director: Mahaliyah O

USA | 2018 | 23:00 

A closeted medical student 
risks being outed to  
her family when a masked 
gunman opens "re at a  
gay nightclub.

Outlines
Director: Ellie Rogers

UK | 2017 | 16:00 

Sarah arrives at her father’s 
apartment earlier than 
expected, only to come face 
to face with a hired escort. 

Saturday, May 26, 4:45pm
Venue: TBLB 2

Total program runtime: 80:00

Hope Floats
Families have a way of bringing out the drama but, if  
we’re lucky, they also bring love. From overbearing  
mothers to aging grandmothers to conservative fathers,  
this program is all relative.     
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Teddy
Director: Christopher Sweeney

UK | 2018 | 12:00

Paul’s best friends are killed 
in a car crash and he must 
quickly decide if he can raise  
their child, with or without 
his boyfriend.

Ablution
Director: Omar Al Dakheel
USA | 2017 | 16:00 

Arabic with English subtitles

The bond between a 
disabled Muslim father and 
his son is tested when love  
is pitted against religion.

Only Fools  
Rush In
Director: David Moragas

Spain/USA | 2018 | 13:00

Before his student visa 
expires, Carlos spends one 
last night in New York with 
Mark. Will they do whatever 
it takes to stay together?

Mad Love Screening Sponsor

Hotel Boy
Director: Michael Søndergaard
Denmark | 2018 | 12:00  
Danish with English subtitles

A young man accompanies a 
politician to a hotel room. 
Under the surface lies a big 
misunderstanding, while 
outside, a journalist is waiting  
for the next big headline.

The Rabbi
Director: Uriya Hertz
Israel | 2017 | 20:00 
Hebrew with English subtitles

Michael is a greatly admired 
rabbi at a Jerusalem Yeshiva.  
When his favourite student, 
Gadi, shares with him his 
innermost secrets, Michael’s 
world comes into question.

Malik
Director: Nathan Carli
France | 2018 | 15:00 

French with English subtitles

Tonight, Malik has decided 
it’s time for him, and for  
the man he loves, to be free.

The Jump O!

Director: Jovan James

USA | 2017 | 5:00

A young gay man in a 
passionate down-low 
relationship struggles for 
legitimacy with his  
closeted lover.

Monday, May 28, 9:15pm
Venue: TBLB 3

Total program runtime: 93:00

Mad Love
Love, a many-splendoured thing, lifts us up where  
we belong. But it’s also a battle"eld. This program 
explores the ups and downs of this crazy little thing  
we call love. 

Hotel Boy

The Jump O#Blood Out of a Stone

The Things You Think I’m Thinking

Femme

Foreign Lovers
Director: Timothy Ryan Hickernell
USA | 2017 | 19:00

A lonely New Yorker meets  
a mysterious man, in this 
meditation on love and life  
in the digital age.

The Things  
You Think I’m 
Thinking
Director: Sherren Lee
Canada | 2017 | 15:00

A burn survivor and 
amputee goes on a date with 
a non-disabled man for the 
"rst time since his accident. 

Femme
Director: Alden Peters
USA | 2017 | 18:00

Carson journeys toward  
self-acceptance by way of  
a manic existential crisis  
and a drag queen fairy 
godmother. As one does. 

Thirst 
Director: Eoin Maher
UK | 2017 | 9:00

After another disappointing 
hookup, Drew re$ects on  
his desires and insecurities. 

He’s Just Not That Into You  
Screening Sponsors

Ralph Pascht and  
Mark Le Messurier

Burn Bridge
Director: Rhys Jones
UK | 2017 | 16:00

Closeted teenager Harry has 
fallen for Jamie, his closest 
friend. When Lucy arrives on 
the scene, Harry must 
compete for Jamie’s 
attention, bringing his true 
feelings closer to light.

Blood Out of a 
Stone
Director: Ben Allen
UK | 2017 | 14:00

Michael has set a challenge 
for his "rst date with Dan, 
but Dan is totally out of his 
comfort zone. Will they  
be able to "nd common 
ground?

Wednesday, May 30, 7:15pm
Venue: TBLB 3

Total program runtime: 91:00

He’s Just Not That Into You
Dating in 2018: An Investigation. 
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Home Made

3 Siblings (3 Irmãos)

Juck (Thrust)

Brunch Queen
Directors: Sean Horlor, Steve 
Adams

Canada | 2017 | 11:00 

A hilarious gay couple (who 
can’t stand each other’s 
company but are still very 
much in love) prepare  
for the opening night of  
a musical based on  
their infamous insult diner. 

3 Siblings (3 
Irmãos)
Director: Sheena Rossiter
Canada | 2017 | 23:00  

Portuguese with English subtitles

Three siblings of varying 
gender identities and sexual 
orientations bring us into 
their world during São 
Paulo’s LGBT Pride Month. 

Home Made
Director: Diana Khong

Canada | 2017 | 10:00

Home Made is an intimate, 
contemplative portrait  
of two queer tattoo artists 
navigating an industry that  
is traditionally dominated  
by white, straight, cisgender 
males. 

Mark Me
Director: Erin Batchelder

USA | 2017 | 26:00 

This handmade documentary  
sheds light on the multigen-
erational impact of the AIDS 
crisis on one Irish Catholic 
family.

Juck (Thrust) 
Directors: Olivia Kastebring, 
Julia Gumpert, Ulrika Bandeira
Sweden | 2018 | 18:00 
Swedish with English subtitles

Juck follows the Swedish 
movement created by a 
group of women seeking to 
exercise their freedom  
of expression and expand 
perspectives on femininity 
and gender.  

Real and Spectacular Screening Sponsors 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
John Cli!ord

Saturday, June 2, 1:45pm
Venue: TBLB 1

Total program runtime: 88:00

From brunch to tattoos to thrusting, there are  
many ways LGBTQ folks are making a di!erence  
in the world. This program is all about the real  
and spectacular.  

Real and Spectacular

Feedback (Larsen)

Baby Gravy

Baby Gravy
Director: Marley Morrison

UK | 2017 | 12:00 

In a rural pub restaurant on  
a busy motorway, Brona and 
Alex await the arrival of  
a man called Karl. Can you 
guess why?

Feedback  
(Larsen)
Director: Margot Gallimard
France | 2017 | 30:00  
French with English subtitles

Maude and Clothilde have 
been together for several 
years, but they no longer see 
each other. When Maude  
suddenly loses her hearing, 
everything comes sharply 
into view. 

Foxy Trot
Director: Lisa Donato

USA | 2018 | 15:00

A married lesbian couple  
are unexpectedly faced  
with relationship issues 
when they take ballroom 
dance lessons.

Before Today 
(Ontem)
Director: Thiago Kistenmacker
Brazil | 2017 | 14:00 
Portuguese with English  
subtitles

A woman $ees a promising 
date when she is confronted 
with her past. She must face 
the child she was before 
becoming the woman she 
wants to be.

Softcore
Director: Varun Saranga
Canada | 2017 | 8:00 

Two bridesmaids form  
an unlikely connection  
over their bizarre sexual 
awakenings. 

Sunday, May 27, 7:15pm
Venue: TBLB 2

Total program runtime: 79:00

Practical Magic 
Whether deciding to start a family or learning to 
dance, it takes two to tango. The "lms in this 
program show that making love work is magic, 
practically.  
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The Cleanse

Ballet Jazz

Ballet Jazz
Director: Maxime Robin
Canada | 2017 | 16:00  

French with English subtitles

Karine and Karine share one 
dream: to dance in the 
musical Cats on Broadway. 
But on audition day, their 
road trip from a remote 
Quebec suburb to New York 
City goes horribly, hilarious-
ly wrong.

The Cure
Director: Mike Olenick

USA | 2017 | 20:00

A mom cries, photos $y, 
cats spy, and bodies collide 
in this sci-" soap opera that 
highlights the secret dreams 
of people who are desper-
ately seeking ways to cure 
their fear of loneliness.

Little Bill’s  
Peep Show
Director: Kevin Rios 

USA | 2017 | 9:00

After an intimate moment  
is shared online, Little Bill 
must cope with the 
consequences of being  
a homophobic bully.

Frolic’s Haunt
Director: Elizabeth Littlejohn

Canada | 2018 | 10:00 

A team of eager volunteers 
in Toronto set out to change 
accessibility issues on 
Halloween by creating a 
"rst-of-its-kind haunted 
house that comes with a 
unique scare system.

Held Down  
by a Shadow
Director: Alex Peace

USA | 2017 | 18:00 

Scarlett hasn’t gone to bed 
with the lights o! in a very 
long time. Every night, 
without fail, she wakes up in 
the dark unable to move…
and she’s not alone.%

The Cleanse
Director: Lucas Omar

USA | 2017 | 13:00

In order to join the Queer 
Clique, Kayden must 
complete the Cleanse. No 
food. No sex. Just juice. 
Things get weird.

The Truth is OUT There  
Screening Sponsor

Friday, June 1, 9:15pm
Venue: TBLB 2

Total program runtime: 86:00

The Truth is OUT There
Like, way out there. From full Cats makeup, feline 
trinkets, alien sex to hauntings, this program  
celebrates the weird – as in wacky, creepy, and  
out of control. 

That’s Me on the Right

Sisak

Ace

Sisak
Director: Faraz Ansari

India | 2017 | 15:00

A romance emerges 
between two men riding the 
Mumbai local trains,  
over a period of many nights. 

Ace
Director: Jordan Gear

USA | 2019 | 19:00

Ace follows the emotional 
journey of a shy newcomer 
who discovers an attraction 
to Z that he can neither 
ignore nor fully embrace.

That’s Me on  
the Right
Director: Justin Young

USA | 2018 | 11:00

Another dating dead end 
makes an unexpected right 
turn.

Just Past Noon 
on a Tuesday
Director: Travis Matthews
Brazil/USA | 2018 | 22:00 
Portuguese with English  

subtitles

Two strangers visit the 
penthouse of a recently 
deceased lover only to  
"nd themselves learning 
more about each other.

Top 10 Places  
to Visit in Sao  
Paulo (Top 10 
Lugares em São 
Paulo)%
Director: Akira Kamiki
Brazil | 2018 | 14:00 
Portuguese with English  
subtitles

Two photographers go for  
a Sunday stroll around São 
Paulo trying to connect  
with the city, and slowly fall 
in love. 

Riding in Cars with Boys  
Screening Sponsor

 
Karim Ladak

Sunday, June 3, 2:30pm
Venue: TBLB 1

Total program runtime: 81:00

Riding in Cars with Boys
In subway cars and automobiles, these "lms explore 
the ways in which one chance meeting can  
change our lives forever, and with varying results. 
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Astri and Tambulah

Skin

Mathias
Director: Clara Stern
Austria | 2017 | 30:00  
German with English subtitles

Mathias must "nd his way  
in his new identity as he 
struggles in a new job and  
a long-term relationship. 

Skin
Director: Adam Golub
USA | 2017 | 9:00 
Portuguese with English  
subtitles

This experimental portraiture  
seeks to preserve the spirit 
of Dandara Zainabo, a 
19-year-old trans activist 
living on the streets of Rio 
de Janeiro. 

Lady Eva
Directors: Dean Hamer,  
Joe Wilson
USA/Tonga | 2017 | 11:00 

In the Kingdom of Tonga, 
traditional culture clashes 
with modern religious 
zealotry. A young transgen-
der beauty contestant is 
given an ultimatum by her 
Mormon family.

Di!erent
Director: Benjamin Lemaire
France | 2017 | 3:00  
French with English subtitles

Months ago, I came out to  
my parents as transgender. 
Before talking to them I was 
hopeful. I was terri"ed, but  
I was hopeful. 

Astri and  
Tambulah
Director: Xeph Suarez
Philippines | 2017 | 19:00 
Filipino with English subtitles

Astri and Tambulah are 
deeply in love. Everything 
seems perfect except  
that Bajao traditions require 
Astri to marry a woman  
she hardly knows.

Pearls
Director: Shelley Thompson
Canada | 2017 | 10:00

Miranda realizes that her 
child can only become  
the woman she is by defying 
her father and leaving  
their farm, but not without 
"rst gifting her daughter  
a beloved heirloom.

Followed by Thrive After Party: 
Turnt. See p 137 for details.

Saturday, June 2, 7:00pm
Venue: TBLB 2

Total program runtime: 82:00

Thrive
This collection of trans short "lms celebrates the 
diverse voices of the trans community. From Austria 
to Tonga, from France to the Philippines, witness 
global trans activists as they take a stand.
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Festival Lounge 
May 26 – June 3
Venue: Artscape Sandbox 
31 Widmer Street

Please note that some Lounge events require a 
ticket or badge for access.

The brand-new Bell Media Lounge  
will serve as the o#cial home of our 
Industry Programs, our Guest and 
Industry Registration, our Community 
Partners Hub, a pop-up Delta Airlines 
Sky Club Lounge, a daily Inside Out 
Happy Hour – and a space for us all to 
call our own. Join us Monday through 
Friday from 4:00pm to 9:00pm, and  
Saturday and Sunday from 12:00pm to 
9:00pm. Stay tuned on our social media 
channels for daily schedule updates!

You’ll "nd us at Artscape Sandbox, 
directly behind the TIFF Bell Lightbox  
at the corner of Adelaide and Widmer 
Streets (entrance on Widmer, north of 
the parking garage).

Presented by                    

Outside the Box

Festival Lounge, 2017

Festival Lounge, 2017

Artscape Sandbox

Mrs. Friedman! 
Director: Rachel Epstein
Producer: Lucia Linares Leon
Canada | 2018 | 5:00

This funny, poignant gem 
explores what happens 
when a mother and daughter 
show up at a queer bath-
house on the same night.% 

Tofu Scramble
Director: Santana Doran
Producer: Sam Sorrenti
Canada | 2018 | 5:00

Tofu Scramble explores the 
inner workings of queer  
sex and the misconceptions 
that arise as a result of 
limited access to education, 
poor representation and 
lack of communication in the  
life of an 18-year old girl.

A Short Distance
Director: Anthony Dunn
Producer: Izzy Bautista
Canada | 2018 | 5:00

This dark comedy focuses 
on a closeted gay man  
who wants to make a break 
for it by escaping his dom- 
ineering wife. 

Heroes
Director: Archie Zhang
Producer: Megan Pham-Quan
Canada | 201 | 5:00

For the princess with Daddy 
issues and the daddy  
with Princess issues, Heroes 
o!ers a thought-provoking 
twist in the little fairy tale 
that is our lives.

Wednesday, May 30, 7:00pm
Venue: AGO Jackman Hall 
317 Dundas Street West

Free: Tickets are available  
in advance online at  
ago.net/whatson or 30 minutes 
before the screening at  
the Jackman Hall box o#ce.

Screening Sponsor  Project Partner  
 

New Visions
Currently in its 18th year, New Visions is proudly 
co-presented by Charles Street Video and serves as 
one of Inside Out’s longest-running initiatives.  
This program fosters a platform for exploring diverse 
narratives in the "lms produced, as participants learn 
from professional producers, artists, and editors in a 
queer-positive environment. New Visions has allowed  
close to 130 participants to share their stories of family, 
religion, coming out, employment, the prison industrial 
complex, mental health, loneliness, and everything in 
between. This year, we are excited to announce the 
addition of a Producers’ Unit to New Visions, where 
participants learn the skills needed to produce a 
high-quality short "lm. 

Anthony Dunn & Izzy Bautista Santana Doran & Sam Sorrenti

Lucia Lineares Leon & Rachel Epstein Archie Zhang & Megan Pham-Quan

Pink Market
May 26 – 27, 12pm-6pm 
Venue: Festival Lounge

The Pink Market is a queer craft/fashion/art/
literature fair – and it’s coming to Inside Out’s 
Festival Lounge, May 26-27! Featuring more 
than 30 LGBTQ vendors, this is your chance 
to support Toronto’s vibrant queer art scene 
and mingle with fellow "lm fans. 



A HUGE thank you to our  
Festival Volunteers! We  
couldn’t do it without you!
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Pitch, Please! 
Short Film Pitch 
Competition
Saturday, June 2, 1:30pm-2:30pm
Venue: Artscape Sandbox, 31 Widmer Street

Access with Industry Pass or Member Badge 
Limited public tickets available day of

We’re taking crowdfunding live in  
this interactive pitch competition  
where "lmmakers will be competing  
for victory – and for your dollars!

In partnership with Kickstarter, we’ll  
be bringing "lmmakers to the stage  
to share their short "lm pitches with  
our jury and with you, the audience.  
The jury’s pick will walk away with  
a guaranteed prize, but you can pledge 
your support for any of the projects  
in competition, and provide direct  
funding to these artists-on-the-rise.

Presented by 

Inside Out LGBTQ 
Film Finance Forum 
Thursday, May 24 – Friday, May 25
Venue: Artscape Sandbox, 31 Widmer Street

Access by invitation only

Expanded to a two-day event in its 
second year, the world’s only LGBTQ 
Film Finance Forum brings together 
Canadian and international feature "lm 
projects-in-development with a slate  
of international industry executives for 
professional development and one- 
on-one pitch meetings. The "lms in this 
year’s forum showcase some of the 
most exciting voices in LGBTQ cinema. 

Day One of the forum will include 
workshops and panels for the producer 
participants, with several events open  
to industry pass holders. Access to the 
forum meetings is by invitation only. 
View the full schedule of events and 
more information on the Forum at 
insideout.ca

2018 Projects

Barr River Blues Producer: Carole Aeschelmann, 
Writer: Rowan Nielson, Director/Producer:  
Charlie David 

Docking Producer: Alyson Richards, Writers:  
Ron Pederson/Fish Griwkowsky, Director/Writer:  
Trevor Anderson 

Ex Sanguis Producer: Manon Ardisson, Writer: 
Islay Bell Webb, Director: Leonara Lonsdale 

Honor Thy Mother Producer: Charlie Hidalgo, 
Writer/Director: Kathleen Hepburn

How Black Mothers Say I Love You Producer: 
Damon D'Oliveira, Writers: Trey Anthony/Carys 
Lewis, Director: Clement Virgo 

Me, My Mom, and Sharmila Producer: Fawzia  
Mirza, Writer: Terrie Samundra/Fawzia Mirza

Queen Tut Producer: Shant Joshi, Writer: Bryan 
Mark, Director: Reem Morsi 

Quiltro Producers: Stephen Scott Scarpulla / 
Alexander Stegmaier/Jose na Laban,  
Writer/Director: Vuk Lungulov-Klotz 

You Can Live Forever Producer: John Christou, 
Writer: Sarah Fobes, Director: Mark Slutsky 

Inside Out Industry 
Welcome Mixer
Friday, May 25, 5:00pm-6:30pm
Venue: Artscape Sandbox, 31 Widmer Street

Access with Industry Pass

Festivals are better enjoyed with friends, 
and what "ner way to assemble your crew 
than at a festival kicko! mixer! Network 
with this year’s "lmmakers, jury members, 
and industry folks in attendance for the 
Festival and the Finance Forum.%

Presented by 

Roundtable with Filmmakers and Executives  
Film Finance Forum 2017 Sam Tabet, Jen Richards and Fawzia Mirza, Industry Mixer 2017

Industry Panel, Film Finance Forum 2017

Filmmakers’ Presentations, BravoFact Pitch Competition 2017Travel support provided by Delta Airlines  
and Connie Bonello

Presented by 
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Special Events

Inside Out Awards Brunch 2017

Inside Out  
Awards Brunch  
presented  
by UrbanSource  
Catering 
Sunday, June 3, 12:00pm-3:00pm
Venue: Artscape Sandbox, 31 Widmer Street 

Tickets: $30 General Public/$25 Members

Everyone knows that there are two 
things that LGBTQ folks love: brunch 
and awards shows. On the "nal day  
of the Festival we serve up both! Join us 
for co!ee, mimosas and delicious eats 
from our friends at UrbanSource as we 
announce the winners of our Canadian 
and International Juried Awards.

Presented by 

Pop-Up Event: Romy 
and Michele’s  
Saturday Afternoon 
Tea Dance
Saturday, June 2, 3:00pm-7:00pm
Venue: Festival Lounge

Free

New York City’s favourite afternoon 
dance party makes a special  
Toronto appearance at our very own 
Festival Lounge. Featuring the most 
joyful, riotous, hilarious and UPLIFTING 
music from Billboard Chart artist  
Bright Light Bright Light. Make your 
requests by post-it!

Guaranteed to be the biggest blast 
since high school.

NO COVER. All joy.

Soul / Girl Groups / Disco / Pop /  
R&B / Movie Soundtracks / Rarities / 
Hits / Happiness.
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PartiesParties

Women’s Gala Party
Saturday, May 26, 9:30pm
Venue: Church of the Holy Trinity, 19 Trinity Square 

Cover: $15 General Public/$12 Members
Free with Half the Picture "lm and party ticket

Celebrate incredible queer women 
"lmmakers and artists at our Women’s 
After Party at Trinity Church. Have the 
night of your life grooving to the musical 
stylings of two of Toronto’s powerhouse 
DJs, Bambii and Nino Brown. Sponsored 
by Lez Spread the Word, this event 
never disappoints.

Women’s Gala After Party Sponsors

1985 Red Carpet
Friday, May 25, 6:30pm-8:30pm 
Venue: Artscape Sandbox, 31 Widmer Street %

Free with 1985 "lm and reception ticket 

Anything worth doing is worth doing 
VIP. Enjoy the Red Carpet treatment  
at our glammed-up Festival Lounge as 
we celebrate 1985. We will whet your 
appetite with food and drinks, engage 
your ears with great tunes, and warm 
your hearts with great people. What 
more could you ask for? 

Bambii

Local Heroes Party, 2017

Champagna Enemea

Opening Gala Party
Thursday, May 24, 9:30pm
Venue: 2nd $oor (Luma, TIFF Lounge, Cinema 1, 
Lobby) TIFF Bell Lightbox, 350 King Street West  
(at John Street)

Cover: $15 for General Public and Members
Free with A Kid Like Jake "lm and party ticket

It’s our party and we will take over the 
second $oor of TIFF Bell Lightbox if we 
want to!

From drinks at LUMA to a full-blown 
party in Cinema 1, this is a complete 
takeover. Enjoy drag performances by 
Lady Beard Extraordinaire herself, Fay 
Slift, and the glamour Princess of the 
west end’s House of Filth, Champagna 
Enemea. Stick around to kick it old 
school at a video dance party featuring 
DJs Relentless and Phillippe and a  
few special surprise acts. Of course, 
your night is not complete without  
a visit to our silent auction. No buyer’s 
remorse here, just good deeds in  
return for great goods.

Centrepiece  
Gala Reception
Tuesday, May 29, 6:30pm-8:30pm
Venue: Thompson Toronto, Rooftop Lounge  
550 Wellington Street West (at Bathurst Street)

Free with Canary "lm and party ticket

She’s fancy! Don’t miss your shot at 
Instagram glory in our Centrepiece  
Gala at the Thompson Toronto Rooftop 
Lounge. Take in stunning views of the 
city as we celebrate the halfway mark of 
another incredible year of fun and "lms.   

The Miseducation  
of Cameron Post 
Red Carpet
Friday, June 1, 6:30pm-8:30pm
Venue: Artscape Sandbox, 31 Widmer Street

Free with The Miseducation of Cameron Post "lm 
and reception ticket

Glide into the closing weekend in style 
at our Red Carpet celebration of The 
Miseducation of Cameron Post. It’s the 
"nal TGIF of the Festival, so come  
ready to party!  

Thrive After Party: 
Turnt
Saturday, June 2, 10:00pm
Venue: Glad Day Bookshop, 499 Church Street 
(south of Wellesley Street West)

Cover: $10 General Public/$8 Members 
Free with Thrive screening ticket stub

Join us as we take the party to the Village  
and celebrate another year of Thrive. 
Anyone who has attended this event can  
tell you that Glad Day Bookshop  
and DJs Valeroo (Holy Oak) and Nik Red 
(Blockorama) deliver the best dance 
party of the Festival. Be there or be sorry. 

Closing Gala Party
Sunday, June 3, 9:30pm
Venue: Thompson Toronto, Rooftop Lounge  
550 Wellington Street West (at Bathurst Street)

Cover: $10 General Public/$8 Members
Free with Hearts Beat Loud screening ticket stub

All good things must come to an end but,  
if they have to end, this is the way to  
do it. Whether you like to dance away 
your sorrow or quietly contemplate 
from an amazing patio with a stunning 
city-line view, we’ve got you covered. 
Legendary Toronto DJs Deko-ze and 
Craig Dominic and the Thompson 
Toronto Rooftop Lounge are here for you! 

Yohomo !  Inside  
Out present  
Local Heroes 
Thursday, May 31, 9:30pm
Venue: Gladstone Hotel, 1214 Queen Street West

Cover: $10 General Public/$8 Members
Free with Local Heroes screening ticket stub

Yohomo takes the Local Heroes party to 
new heights with a night celebrating  
all the Toronto pARTy scene has to o!er. 
This year, it’s an all-female lineup of  
DJs and a couple of surprise performers 
invading the Gladstone Ballroom for a 
wild dance party that’ll turn you upside 
down and inside out!  

Local Sheroes Party Sponsor
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Thank You

Wayne Abell  
(UrbanSource Catering)

Tarek Al-azbat (Nella Bella)

Tom Alexander (Mongrel Media)

Neville Austin

Alan Bacchus and John Galway 
(The Harold Greenberg Fund/Le 
Fonds Harold Greenberg)

Taiwo Bah (FACTOR)

Pierre Bois, Diane Cappelletto, 
Lesley Faulkner, Andrei Gravelle, 
James King, Alyssa Kornet, 
Jennifer MacFarlane, Matthew 
Palmer, Julla Sanghavi, Mariangel 
Urdaneta, Sandra Valenzuela (and 
everyone at TIFF Bell Lightbox)

Connie Bonello

Mark S. Bonham

Charlie Boudreau and Katharine 
Setzer (Image+Nation)

Karen Bruce

Madeline Burch

Guillermina Buzio

Marilyn Calleja (Starbucks)

David Cameron-Donnachie  
and Shannon Beaver  
(Downtown Automotive Group)

Lora Campbell

David Carter (Canada Film Capital)

Lindsey Cassel  
(Steam Whistle Brewing)

Louanne Chan, Savine Wong, 
Kristine Estorninos, Chris Chin 
(and everyone at Reel Asian)

Jason Chow (Flight Centre)

Carolyn Cox, Bruce Dale, Tracy 
Alves (and everyone at William F. 
White)

Joe Cressy (City Councillor,  
Ward 20 Trinity-Spadina)

Felipe Diaz  
(Canada Council for the Arts)

Lindsey Dickie, Erica Mason  
(and everyone at Artscape)

John Dippong, Risa Ve!er, Peggy 
Lainis (Tele"lm Canada)

Han Dong (MPP, Trinity-Spadina)

Jose Durdos, Laura Di Tomaso, 
Steven Larkin (Delta Air Lines)

Cecilio Escobar

Scott Ferguson

Jean-Marc Fontaine, Betty Little 
and Megan Bacci (Oliver &  
Bonacini Events and Catering)

Julia Galvez  
(Art Gallery of Ontario)

Andree Gracie

Terry Greene

Calvin Hambrook  
(UrbanSource Catering)

Mark Haslam (Ontario Arts 
Council)

Barb He$er (NOW Magazine) 

Scott Henderson, Matthew Gar-
row, Julie McLean, Bianca Reino 
(and everyone at Bell Media)

Sarah Hunter (K.M. Hunter  
Charitable Foundation)

Claire Jarvis

Jakub Jasinski (CMPA)

Juan Carlos Je!rey and  
Neal Lilliott

Anton Kaptainis

Alnoor Karmali

Shalabh Kayastha

Peter Kingstone  
(Toronto Arts Council)

Adam Kirkham

Philip Kocev and  
Andrew Mainprize

Peter Kuplowsky

Karim Ladak

Maura Lawless, Luka Sidaravicius 
(and everyone at The 519)

Jim Lawrence and David Salak

Clayton Lee

Mike Lesage and  
Christopher Fowler

Michael Leshner and Mike Stark

Deirdre Logue and Wanda  
vanderStoop (Vtape)

Rebecca Louzado, Kelly Bokowski 
and Ciaran Dickson (RBC Royal 
Bank)

Crystal MacDonell

Russell Mathew

Martha McCain

Chris McDonald, Brett Hendrie 
and Shane Smith (Hot Docs)

Liviya Mendelsohn  
(Reel Abilities Film Festival)

Fawzia Mirza

Stéphane Monnet

Adam Morrison

Chelsea Muir, Dave Anderson, 
Jason Michael MacIsaac (and 
everyone at Village Sound) 

Lucy Mukerjee and Christopher 
Racster (Outfest)

James Nadeau  
(Boston LGBT Film Festival)

Khadija Naeem

Jan Nathanson

John Pisano-Thomsen and  
John Wimbs (CBC)

Berwyn Rolands (Iris Prize)

Renee Ruel (Ministry of Tourism, 
Culture and Sport)

Rohan Sharma (KPMG)

Guillermo Silva-Marin  
(Toronto Operetta Theatre)

Jim Stephens (Wolfe Releasing)

Erin Stitt (Toronto Entertainment 
District BIA)

Paul Struthers and Alexis Whitham 
(Frameline)

Christine Testa (and everyone  
at Keilhauer)

Karen Thorne-Stone, Kristine  
Murphy and Erin Creasey (OMDC)

Lukus Toanne (Gladstone Hotel)

Touchwood PR

Nicolas Uribe

Taylor Vanderwey and Michele 
Bovet (Accenture)

Jason Van Tassel (Mouth Media)

Barry Waite, Je! Copeland and 
Scott Hosmer (Centennial College)

Alan Walker (Ontario Arts  
Foundation)

Cierra Walker

Andy Wang (Volunteer Assistant)

Lulu Wei

Adrien Whan

Merik Williams

Je!rey Winter  
(The Film Collaborative)

Philip Wong

Eric Wright (Xtra)

Lyndsey Wright, Sean Hogan and 
Samantha Harris (and everyone at 
the Thompson Hotel)

Margie Zeidler, Vicki Rodgers, 
Luisa Scofano, Herman Black (and 
everyone at 401 Richmond)

Suzy Zucker
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Film Index

1985  36

3 Siblings  111

A Drop…Under the Earth  104

A Kid Like Jake  32

A Moment in the Reeds  74

Ablution  109

Ace  112

Alaska is a Drag  75

Anchor and Hope  76

Antonio Lopez 1970  54

Astri and Tambulah  114

Baby Gravy  110

Ballet Jazz  113

Bathroom Rules  103

Beard  105

Before Today  110

Bixa Travesty  55

Blood out of a Stone  108

Brunch Queen  111

Burn Bridge  108

Call Her Ganda  77

Canary  34

Charlie 71

Cherry Cola  70

Cleanse, The  113

Cure, The  113

Daddy Issues  78

Devil’s Magni"cent, The  79

Di!erent  114

Do I Have Boobs Now?  102

Evening Shadows  80

Every Act of Life  56

Everything…My Love  71

Exhumation  71

Feedback  110

FEMME  108

Fish Bones  81

Flash Flood  103

For Nonna Anna  106

Foreign Lovers  108

Foxy Trot  110

Fran This Summer  104, 107

Freelancers Anonymous  41

Frolic’s Haunt  113

Fruit Machine, The  66

Genderbende  82

Grimsey  83

Half the Picture  33

Hard Paint  42

Hearts Beat Loud  35

Held Down by a Shadow  113

Home Made  111

Hotel Boy  109

How to Talk…Parties  84

Hurley  43

Iris  71

Jelanii’s Dance  102

Juck  111

Jump O!, The  109

Just Past…Tuesday  112

Kick the Can  103

L’Animale  40

Lady Eva  114

Larger than Life…  57

Lez Bomb  85

Life After  106

Lions in Waiting  71

Little Bill’s Peep Show  113

Love, Scott  67

M/M  68

Malik  109

Malila: The Farewell Flower  44

Man Made  86

Mario  87

Mark Me  111

Masks  106

Mathias  114

Matter and Manner  105

Miseducation…, The  37

Montana  88

Morning After, The (Canada)  70

Morning After, The (USA)  106

Mr. Gay Syria  89

My Life with James Dean  90

Night Comes On  45

Octavio is Dead!  69

Only Fools Rush In  109

Only What…About Me  102

Outlines  106

Paternal Rites  91

Pearls  114

Pop Rox  103

Post-Apocalyptic Potluck  107

Postcards from London  46

Pre-Drink  71

Prose  70

Queen of Hearts  70

Rabbi, The  109

Retablo  47

She’s Marrying Steve  107

Silvana  58

Silverlake Afternoon  105

Silvia in the waves  71

Sisak  112

Skate Kitchen  48

Skin  114

Sleepover  102

Softcore  110

Stripped  70, 104

Swimming Pool  105

Talk the Ting  104

Teddy  109

Teenage Threesome  105

That’s Me on the Right  112

THE SHIT! (An Opera)  105

They  93

Things You Think…, The  108

Thirst  108

To a More Perfect Union  59

Today Match at 3  94

Top 10 Places…Sao Paulo  112

Undone  107

Vertical Lines  70

Violet and June  102

We Forgot to Break Up  70

What Keeps You Alive  49

White Rabbit  95

Wild Geese  107

Yours in Sisterhood  96

Zinzan  103




